Daniel

Living in a fallen world!

Lesson 1


        Selected Readings


The historical setting!


Introduction:
For decades, the prophets had warned the rulers of Judah that their idolatry, immorality, and injustice toward the poor and needy would lead to the nation’s ruin. The prophets saw the day coming when God would bring the Babylonian army to destroy Jerusalem and the temple and take the people captive to Babylon. A century before the fall of Jerusalem, the Prophet Isaiah had proclaimed this message (Isa. 13; 21; and 39), and Micah, his contemporary, shared the burden (Micah 4:10). The Prophet Habakkuk couldn’t understand how Jehovah could use the godless Babylonians to chasten His own people (Hab. 1), and Jeremiah lived to see these prophecies, plus his own prophecies, all come true (Jer. 20; 25; 27). God would rather have His people living in shameful captivity in a pagan land than living like pagans in the Holy Land and disgracing His name. 

The fall of Jerusalem looked like the triumph of the pagan gods over the true God of Israel. Nebuchadnezzar burned the temple of God and even took the sacred furnishings and put them into the temple of his own god in Babylon. Later, Belshazzar would use some of those holy vessels to praise his own gods at a pagan feast, and God would judge him (Dan. 5). No matter how you viewed the fall of Jerusalem, it looked like a victory for the idols; but it was actually a victory for the Lord! He kept His covenant with Israel and He fulfilled His promises. In fact, the same God who raised up the Babylonians to defeat Judah later raised up the Medes and Persians to conquer Babylon. The Lord also ordained that a pagan ruler decree that the Jews could return to their land and rebuild their temple. As missionary leader A.T. Pierson used to say, “History is His story.”

God had made a covenant with the people of Israel, promising that He would care for them and bless them if they obeyed His statutes, but if they disobeyed, He would chasten them and scatter them among the Gentiles (Lev. 26; Deut. 27-30). He wanted Israel to be a “light to the Gentiles” (Isa. 42:6, NKJV) and reveal the glories of the true and living God; but instead, the Jews became like the Gentiles and worshiped their false gods. The nations’ ungodly kings and civic leaders, the false prophets and the faithless priests were the cause of the moral decay and the ultimate destruction of the nation (Lam. 4:13; Jer. 23:9-16). How strange that God’s own people didn’t obey Him, but Nebuchadnezzar and the pagan Babylonian army did obey Him!

So wise and powerful is our God that He can permit men and women to make personal choices and still accomplish His purposes in this world. When He isn’t permitted to rule, He will overrule, but His will shall ultimately be done and His name glorified. We worship and serve a sovereign God who is never caught by surprise. No matter what our circumstances may be, we can always say with confidence, “Alleluia!...The Lord God Omnipotent reigns!” (Rev. 19:6, NKJV).
 
1. Read Deuteronomy 5 and 6:1-9. In Deuteronomy 5 Moses gives the Israelites the Ten Commandments. According to Deuteronomy 6:1-9, what were they to do with these commands, decrees and laws?

2. Read Deuteronomy 6:13-25. What was promised to the Israelites if they kept (obeyed) God’s commandments? Do you think these commandments were given to prevent them from enjoying life or were they given that they might be protected and enjoy life? 
3. The book of Deuteronomy contains the law, the commandments and the decrees that God gave to His people, the Israelites, through His servant, Moses. Read Deuteronomy 28:15, 25, 32-33, 36-37, 45-52 and Leviticus 26:14-17. What did God warn would happen to Israel if she did not obey His commandments?
4. Read Deuteronomy 30:15-20. What do we need to do today if we want the blessings of God for ourselves and our families? What choice does God give to each of us? 

5. God sent many prophets to the nation of Judah (the southern kingdom of Israel) warning of God’s pending judgment if they did not repent as a nation. Jeremiah was one of those prophets. Read Jeremiah 18:11-12. What did the Lord warn His people through His prophet, Jeremiah, and how did the Lord say the people would respond?
6. Read Jeremiah 25:8-11. Of what did Jeremiah warn the Israelites? How long would they be in captivity?  
 
Leviticus 25:1-5 states, The Lord said to Moses on Mount Sinai, “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘When you enter the land I am going to give you, the land itself must observe a Sabbath to the Lord. For six years sow your fields, and for six years prune your vineyards and gather their crops. But in the seventh year the land is to have a Sabbath of rest, a Sabbath to the Lord. Do not sow your fields or prune your vineyards. Do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the grapes of your untended vines. The land is to have a year of rest.’” 

For a number of years Jehovah had been sending prophets to the backsliding kings of Judah, warning them that the day of His patience had almost run out and that though Israel had been His chosen people, yet because of their sin, He was going to give them over to the power of their enemies and the land of Palestine was to lie desolate. Singularly enough, as we might consider it, God connects this with their failure to keep the sabbatic year. He had told them when they came into the land that every seventh year must be His. For 490 years they had not kept one sabbatic year. They doubtless thought they would do better by tilling the land annually and that they would be richer as a result of taking their own way. God had told them that if they gave every seventh year to Him they would have abundance in the sixth year to last them until harvest in the eighth year. But they evidently did not believe Him, and they thought to better themselves by their own efforts. Thus, through covetousness—a sin that is eating like a canker among many of God’s professed people today—the word of the Lord was ignored and His commandment broken. For 490 years, He seemed to be indifferent to this breach of obedience on their part. He appeared to wink at their sin. But He had taken account of it all. When they, perhaps, thought His law had become as a dead letter, He sent Jeremiah to tell them that now they must go down to Babylon as captives there for seventy years while the land kept Sabbath! They had cheated God out of seventy years, they thought. But He squared the account by giving them into the power of Nebuchadnezzar, king of the Chaldeans, who carried them away to the land of Shinar. There they remained until the seventy years had expired, while the lost Sabbaths were being made up.

7. Read Jeremiah 18:18, 22-23 and 38:6. The Israelites grew weary of listening to Jeremiah’s warning of coming danger. So, what did they do to Jeremiah? What do many people today want to do to those who proclaim the truth of God’s Word?
8. Read Jeremiah 52 along with II Kings 24-25. Israel became a divided kingdom. (You can read about how the kingdom was divided in I Kings 11-14.) The kingdom of the north was known as Israel, while the kingdom of the south was known as Judah. At one time, the twelve tribes of Israel were united. But due to Solomon’s heart turning away from God, God warned Solomon that after his death, the kingdom would be divided and his son would reign over only the tribes of Judah and Benjamin. The other ten tribes would become the northern kingdom of Israel. Over time as the divided kingdoms turned away from God and began to worship other gods, God brought enemies against His people to chasten them. Elijah was the prophet that warned Israel to repent or face the judgment of God. They did not repent, and thus, God brought the nation of Assyria against Israel in 722 B.C. to deport them into captivity. Jeremiah, on the other hand, was the prophet God sent to warn Judah, the southern kingdom, to repent and turn back to God. They did not, and God raised up the Babylonians to come against His people. Jeremiah 52 and II Kings 24-25 describe the events that transpired in Judah. In your own words, describe what happened to the inhabitants of Judah, specifically King Zedekiah, to the temple and its treasures, and the important buildings of Jerusalem.

9. Manasseh was one of Solomon’s descendants who became king over Judah. He did much evil in the sight of God. Read II Kings 21:1-16 to gain insight into the depravity to which Judah sunk under such ungodly leaders. (According to a Jewish tradition, Isaiah was sawed in two during the reign of Manasseh.) Now, according to II Kings 24:2-4, why did God send King Nebuchadnezzar against Judah?
10. Read Psalm 106:38; Proverbs 6:17; Isaiah 59:7; Jeremiah 19:4; and 22:17. Do you think America is guilty of the shedding of innocent blood? If so, how? Do you think America is in danger of coming under the judgment of God as did the nation of Judah?

11. Read Psalm 51:7; Acts 3:19; I Corinthians 6:11; I John 1:9. If you are guilty of the shedding of innocent blood, what should you do?
12. Read Psalm 103:11-12 and Isaiah 43:25. Have you placed your trust in Jesus and asked Him to forgive you?  When God hears your confession, what does God do with your sin?
13. As we begin to read through the book of Daniel, we will discover that Daniel lived in a country much like our own—a country that had turned away from God. Because of Judah’s sin, Daniel became one of the exiles carried back to a pagan nation, Babylon. Thus, Daniel was forced to live in a fallen world. How do you think Daniel and his friends were able to maintain their purity in such a place (Romans 12:1-2)? How about you? Do you desire to live like Daniel? 
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