Daniel

Living in a fallen world!

Lesson 11


        Daniel 7:1-14

   
           Thy Kingdom Come!
The first six chapters of Daniel are about Daniel and his personal friends and are essentially historical in character. The remaining chapters are about Daniel and his people's future, are mostly prophetical in character, and can be summarized in pairs: two coming dictators (chaps. 7-8), two critical delays (chaps. 9-10), and two complete disclosures (chaps. 11-12). 

The two coming dictators who first loom before us are each described as a "little horn," although the little horn of chapter 7 is not the same person as the little horn of chapter 8. In chapter 7, the person so described is Antichrist; in chapter 8, the person described is Antiochus. Antichrist is associated with the final stage of the Roman Empire; Antiochus is associated with the final stage of the preceding Greek Empire. Antiochus has already come and gone now, so we in the twenty-first cen​tury can study his story in the light of history; the Antichrist has not yet come, so we are confined to prophecy for information about him. 

This vision came to Daniel in "the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon." 

Chronologically, it belongs between Daniel chapter 4, which deals with the hum​bling of Nebuchadnezzar, and chapter 5, which deals with the overthrow of Belshazzar. No wonder Daniel showed such contempt for the gifts and promo​tions that Belshazzar promised him if he could read the writing on the wall. Daniel had known for some time that the Medo-Persian Empire would replace the Babylonian Empire on the world stage. Belshazzar had no largess to bestow. 

Belshazzar was the eldest son of Nabonidus and heir to the throne of Babylon. 

His father was emperor; he was prince regent. Nabonidus lived in virtual retire​ment at Tema; Belshazzar ran things from Babylon. Although Nabonidus actu​ally reigned for seventeen years, he took little interest in his empire for the last ten years. During this period, Belshazzar was commander in chief and, for all practical purposes, in charge of the country. 

Nabonidus had come to the throne on the time-honored expedient of mur​dering his predecessor, the boy-king Labashi-Marduk, grandson of Nebuchadnezzar, rightful heir, and the last of his line. Belshazzar was about twenty at that time. The title king given to him in this chapter is more than a courtesy title; it was real. He was king of Babylon; his father was king of the Babylonian Empire, and for at least five years, at the close of the reign of Nabonidus, Belshazzar reigned along with his father as full coregent. 

The glory of Babylon had already begun to fade by the first year of Belshazzar. 

Powerful forces were abroad in the world. Weak rulers were on the Babylonian thrones. Nabonidus had succeeded in alienating the powerful Babylonian priest​hood and, in any case, was more interested in antiquarian pursuits than in ruling an empire. Belshazzar was a profligate. 

From the time of Nebuchadnezzar's death until the coming of Cyrus the Per​sian (when Daniel was again catapulted back onto center stage), the aging prophet seems to have lived in retirement. Certainly Belshazzar did not know him. For Daniel, those years were years of rest, study, meditation, and prayer. 

King Nabonidus was monarch over the empire, but he made his son Belshazzar ruler over Babylon; and the first year of his reign was probably 553. This means that the events described in chapters 7 and 8 preceded those described in chapters 5 and 6, and Daniel was nearly seventy years old at the time these events occurred. Perhaps Daniel arranged the material in his book this way so that the records of his interpretations of the dreams and visions of others came before the visions that the Lord gave to him (7:1-2; 8:1; 9:20-27; 10:1ff). Except for Nebuchadnezzar's dream of the great image explained in chap​ter 2, the other visions in Daniel 2-6 don't have the wide sweep of application as do the visions granted to Daniel. The vision explained in this chapter parallels the vision God gave to Nebuchadnezzar in chapter 2. 

In this vision, Daniel learned about six dif​ferent kingdoms, four of them kingdoms of this world, one of them the kingdom of Satan, and the last one the kingdom of Messiah.
 
1. Read Daniel 7:1-3. 
a. What happened to Daniel in the first year of the reign of Belshazzar?
b. What did he see in the visions that came to him at night?

c. What do you think is represented by the following:

1. The four winds of heaven

2. The great sea (verse 17)
3.
The four great beasts (verse 17)

God communicated with Daniel while he was asleep by giving him disturbing visions in a dream (vv. 1-2, 15). During this vision, Daniel was also a part of the event because he was able to approach an angel and ask for an interpretation (v. 16). Daniel doesn't explain how he could be asleep in his bed and yet be able to speak to an angel standing before the throne of God. Perhaps like Paul, he didn't know if he was in the body or out of the body (see 8:2; 2 Cor. 12:1-3). 

The restless sea is a frequent biblical image for the nations of the world (Isa. 17: 12-​13; 57:20; 60:5; Ezek. 26:3; Rev. 13:1; 17:15). Just as the ocean is sometimes stormy, so the nations of the world are sometimes in confu​sion or even at war; and just as the waves and currents of the ocean are unpredictable, so the course of world history is beyond man's ability to chart or predict. Historians like Oswald Spengler and Arnold Toynbee have attempted to find a pattern to world history but to no avail. From the human point of view, the nations seem to work out their destinies, but the invisible winds of God blow over the surface of the water to accomplish His will in His time. If there's one message that is emphasized in the Book of Daniel it’s that "the Most High rules in the kingdom of men" (Dan. 4:32, NKJV).
 
Daniel saw first the striving winds (7:2), or "the four winds of the heaven" as they "strove upon the great sea." The geographic location is significant. In the case of Nebuchadnezzar's vision, it was Babylon that was important. The world empires of Scripture became world empires as they seized and held Babylon. In the providence of God, world rule, originally intended for the Jews, was now vested instead in Nebuchadnezzar, the first Babylonian king of prophecy, the first king to conquer Jerusalem and hold it in bondage to Gentile power. 

Thus began the "times of the Gentiles" (Luke 21 :24). This significant period is destined to last until the reign of the Antichrist, to the end-times return of Christ, and to the establishment of the Lord's universal empire. The Lord's empire will have Jerusalem as its center. Babylon will be gone. God's original purposes will be fulfilled. Until then, all of the world empires of Scripture held Babylon, all were Babylonian in character, and all trod down the city of Jerusalem. 

Daniel dreamed next of the stormy waves (7:2). The significant geographical location in Daniel's vision was "the great sea," which in the Bible refers to the Mediterranean. All of the world empires of the Bible eventually, if not initially, held territory on the coastline of the Mediterranean. As Gentile world power began to move steadily westward, the Mediterranean became increasingly impor​tant until, by the time we come to the fourth world empire, "the great sea" was little more, indeed, than a Roman lake. 

As the Euphrates was the eastern boundary of the Promised Land, so the Medi​terranean Sea was its western boundary (Num. 34:6-7; Josh. 1:4). Babylon was five or six hundred miles from this sea, but its conquests brought it to its eastern and southern shores. Persia was even farther away, but it, too, came to the Great Sea and hurled its armies and navies against Greece. 

One significance of all of this lies in the fact that, by the time Rome came to power, Palestine was the geographic center of the prophetic earth. The points of the compass are always given in Scripture with reference to Palestine as the cen​ter. The prophetic world reached as far north as Armenia, as far south as Ethio​pia, as far west as Tarshish, and as far east as China (Sinim, Isa. 49: 12). The lands beyond these boundaries are largely ignored in Scripture. The prophetic Scrip​tures contain barely a hint of any power outside the Middle East and the great sea dominating the area in the days of the ten kings. True, Russia will invade Israel (Ezek. 38-39) but only to be swept away, leaving the coast clear for the Anti​christ to extend his power, temporarily at least, over the entire world. 

So the expression "the great sea" fixes for us the predominant sphere of interest in this astonishing vision of Daniel. The "four winds of the heaven" symbolize four great angel princes (Rev. 7: 1-3; 9: 14-15), those "principalities" of Satan, who rule over the four nations that were to seize world power. They are the "powers of the air," the forces of the Evil One against which we strive today in prayer (Eph. 6: 12). They are subject to Satan (Eph. 2:2) and through them he holds the nations of the earth in chains. Daniel saw them strive for mastery of the prophetic earth. Each in turn was able to parade his own particular wild beast kingdom as his prize exhibit, for the prophet saw "four great beasts" come up from the sea, "diverse one from another," as a result of the striving of the four "winds." 

The nations represented by the four wild beasts correspond to the nations symbolized by the four metals of the image that Nebuchadnezzar saw in his dream. The sun of the Babylonian Empire of Nebuchadnezzar was now beginning to sink toward the horizon. Many years had passed. Daniel, who was in his teens when he interpreted Nebuchadnezzar's dream, was elderly now. The seventy-year captivity of the Jews was soon to end, although only a few of the liberated Jews would bother to return to their homeland. They had come to enjoy Babylon too much. Daniel had been poring diligently over the prophecies of Scripture and was convinced that the prophecy of the seventy-year captivity was due to end. It was time for God to act. It was time, too, for new visions to be given to the aging seer. It was time also for the original revelations of the future to be enlarged, for new details to be added. God's people would need these new prophecies because heavy seas lay ahead. They would need both chart and compass. So Daniel dreamed, and new visions were given.

2. Read Daniel 7:4-7.

a. Describe the first beast.

b. What happens to this beast in Daniel’s vision?

c. Describe the second beast.

d. How is this beast positioned; and, what is it told to do?

e. Describe the third beast.

f. What was it given?

g. Describe the fourth beast.

h. What did it do?

i. How was it different from the other beasts?

j. (Challenge question) Daniel’s vision (Daniel 7) compares to Nebuchadnezzar’s dream (Daniel 2). See if you can compare the two.

The angel told Daniel that the four beasts represented four kingdoms (7:17), the same sequence of empires that Nebuchadnezzar had seen in his dream (chap. 2). However, the king saw a great and impressive image, made of valuable metals while Daniel saw dangerous beasts that ruthlessly devoured peoples and nations. To human eyes, the nations of the world are like Nebuchadnezzar's great image, impressive and important; but from God's viewpoint, the nations are only ferocious beasts that attack and seek to devour one another. 

The lion with the wings of an eagle (Dan. 7:4) represented the empire of Babylon, which in Nebuchadnezzar's image was the head of gold (2:37-38). In Scripture, Babylon is identified with both the lion and the eagle (Jer. 4:7, 13; 48:40; 49:19-22; 50:17; Ezek. 17:3, 12; see also Hab. 1:6-8). The description of the lion being lifted up to stand like a man, and then given a man's heart, reminds us of how God humbled King Nebuchadnezzar, and made him live like a beast for seven years (Dan. 4:16, 28-34). God told Daniel that the Babylonian Empire would fall. 

The bear with three ribs in its mouth (Dan. 7:5) symbolized the empire of the Medes and Persians who defeated Babylon (Dan. 5) and parallels the arms and chest of silver in the great image (2:39). The bear was raised up on one side because the Persians were stronger than the Medes. In the later vision of the ram with two horns (Dan. 8), the higher horn represented the Persians (vv. 3, 20). Interpreters aren't agreed on the mean​ing of the three ribs that the bear carried in its mouth. The best explanation is that they stand for Lydia, Egypt, and Babylon, nations that the Medes and Persians had conquered. The armies of the Medo-Persian Empire did indeed "devour much flesh" as they marched across the battlefields. 

The leopard with four wings (Dan. 7:6) represented Alexander the Great and the swift conquests of his army, resulting in the incredible expansion of the kingdom of Greece. This beast is identified with the num​ber four: four heads and four horns (see 8:8, 21-22). Alexander's untimely death in 323 left him without a successor and his kingdom was divided into four parts and assigned to his leaders. Palestine and Egypt went to Ptolemy I; Syria was ruled by Seleucus I; Thrace and Asia Minor were assigned to Lysimachus; and Macedon and Greece were governed by Antipater and Cassander. 

The "dreadful and terrible" beast (Dan. 7:7) represented the Roman Empire, as strong and enduring as iron and as uncom​promising as a beast on the rampage. The Roman armies swept across the ancient world and defeated one nation after another until the empire extended from the Atlantic Ocean east to the Caspian Sea and from North Africa north to the Rhine and Danube Rivers. Egypt, Palestine, and Syria were all under Roman domination. 

This beast corresponds with the legs of iron on Nebuchadnezzar's image (2:40-43), but the ten toes (ten kings, vv. 43-44) are rep​resented by ten horns (7:7, 24). Often in Scripture, a horn is a symbol of a ruler or of royal authority (1 Sam. 2:10; Ps. 132:17). Later in this study we will have more to say about the "little horn" of Daniel 7:8. 

In the great movement of ancient history, one empire has replaced another, leading up to the establishing of the Roman Empire. The two visions (chaps. 2 and 7) make it clear that God knows the future and controls the rise and fall of nations and rulers. Daniel was then living in the Babylonian Empire, but he knew that Babylon would be taken by the Medes and Persians, and that Greece would conquer the Medo-Persian Empire, and Rome would eventually conquer all. Prophecy is history written beforehand.
 
f. Read Numbers 12:6. Daniel is one of the greatest prophets in the Bible. How did God choose to speak to him?

3. Read Daniel 7:8-10.

a. While Daniel was considering the horns, what did he see?

b. This little horn represents a coming world dictator who will appear on the scene during the last days. We will learn more about this coming dictator later. For now, just consider two characteristics of this coming world leader. What do the following phrases portray about this man?

1. Eyes like the eyes of a man

2. A mouth that spoke boastfully

The "little horn" (Dan. 7:8, 11, 24·26). This represents the last world ruler, the man called Antichrist. The Greek prefix anti can mean "against" and "instead of." The final world ruler will be both a counterfeit Christ and an enemy who is against Christ. John described the appearance of this "man of sin" (2 Thess. 2:3) in Revelation 13:1-10. According to Daniel, the Antichrist has to overcome the power of three other rulers to be able to do what he wants to do and what Satan has planned for him to do (Dan. 7:24). The mention of his eyes suggests that he has remarkable knowledge and skill in planning his exploits. He will also be a man skilled in using words and able to promote himself so that people follow him (vv. 11, 25; Rev. 13:5-​6). He will also blaspheme God and ultimate​ly convince the unbelieving world that he is a god (2 Thess. 2:1-12). He will become the ruler of the world, and will control not only the economy and the religion, but also seek to change the times and the laws.

c. What did Daniel see being set up in Heaven?

d. Write down who or what is represented by the following:
1. The Ancient of Days (Revelation 4; 5:11-14; 7:17; 20:11)

2. Clothing as white as snow (Revelation 1:13-14; 19:7, 13-14)

3.
His throne was flaming with fire (Revelation 1:14)

4.
Its wheels were all ablaze (Ezekiel 1:19-21)
The vision of God's throne parallels Ezekiel 1:15-21, 26-27. The fire speaks of His holiness and judgment against sin and the wheels symbolize His providential work​ing in the world in ways we can't understand. "Our God is a consuming fire" (Deut. 4:24; Heb. 12:29; see Ps. 97:1-4). He is praised by a multitude of saints and angels (Deut. 33:2; Rev. 5:11) as the books are opened and the Lord prepares to judge evil on the earth. No matter what Satan and the Antichrist do on earth, God is still on the throne and He exe​cutes judgment.
 




5.
A river of fire…coming out from before him

6. Thousands upon thousands attended him

7. Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him (Revelation 20:12)

8. The court was seated and books were opened (Revelation 20:12-15)

4. Read Daniel 7:11-14.
a. Why did Daniel continue to watch?

b. What did Daniel witness?

c. The slain beast is the future coming anti-christ or world dictator. When might the beast be slain and thrown into the blazing fire (Revelation 19:19-20)?

d. In Daniel’s vision at night, he looked, and Who did he see coming on the clouds of heaven?
e. Read Revelation 1:7. What will everyone see one day?

Though these kingdoms are successive in their rising, one does not necessar​ily completely destroy the other; but the four great monarchies, with their char​acteristic features, are to run on in some form until Jesus comes. Until the dawning of that glorious morning without clouds, this world will never be free from strife and bloodshed, pestilence, misgovernment, and kindred ills. All these things, Scripture shows us, are going to continue, while evil in the professing church will increase and abound until the long-looked-for hour of the establishment of the liberty of the glory. 

Sometimes people say, "I do not see how you can charitably desire the Son of God to come back the second time if it is really true that when He returns the day of grace will be over for those who have rejected His Word." But we know that the only hope of this poor world is the return of the true King. Matters will never be put right down here until they are put right by judgment. The preach​ing of the gospel is never going to establish the kingdom, nor did God intend that it should. After nineteen hundred years of gospel preaching, there are far more heathen in the world than there were when the Lord Jesus Christ appeared the first time. Those who are really Christians are just a little handful compared with the multitude that know not God. The gospel is not God's way of bringing in the kingdom and converting the world. This will be brought about only through judgment. While we shrink from the awful thought of what is coming upon this poor scene, yet we realize it is the only way to the blessing creation is groaning for. So we cry, "Come, Lord Jesus," for we know that He is the only hope for its deliverance. Every conflict between nations, every struggle between class interests, every cruelty that is practiced upon the weak and defenseless—all these things lead us to cry, "Come, Lord Jesus." For when He comes, He is going to put an end to it all. When He comes, He is going to dry the tears of the op​pressed. When He comes, He is going to give men a righteous rule, as Daniel saw pictured in the last of these visions. First, the four world kingdoms, all of a brutish character, must run their course. Then, upon the utter breakdown of power in the hands of man, the world kingdom of the Christ of God is to be set up, when righteousness shall cover the earth as the waters cover the sea. And we may rest assured that our Lord will not come while there is one soul out of Christ who is yet anxious to be saved.
 
f. Daniel sees the Son of Man, approaching the Ancient of Days. What will be given to Jesus at this time?

g. How long will His kingdom last?

h. The title, son of man, is a very important title referring to the coming Messiah. When Daniel uses it here in chapter 7, it is the first use of this title in the Bible. Read Matthew 26:62-64. How did Jesus respond to the high priest, when asked, “Tell us if you are the Christ, the son of God.” 
The earthly throne of the Son of God (Dan. 7:13-14, 27). "Son of Man" is a famil​iar title for our Lord Jesus Christ; it is used eighty-two times in the Gospels, frequently by Jesus Himself. (See also Rev. 1:13 and 14:14.) The phrase "clouds of heaven" reminds us of His promise to return in glory and reign on the earth (Matt. 24:30; 25:31; 26:64; Mark 13:26 and 14:62; Rev. 1:7). 

The Son of Man is presented before the throne of the Father and given dominion over all nations, an everlasting dominion that will never pass away. This is the prelude to the stone being cut out of the mountain and com​ing down to destroy the kingdoms of the world (Dan. 2:34-35, 44-45), and it parallels Revelation 5:1-7. The Father promised the Son, "Ask of Me, and I will give You the nations for Your inheritance, and the ends of the earth for Your possession" (Ps. 2:8, NKJV). Unlike the previous four kingdoms, and the kingdom of Antichrist, the kingdom of Jesus Christ can never be removed or destroyed. This is the kingdom that God had in mind when he told David that his throne would never end (2 Sam. 7:13, 16). He will share this kingdom with His people (Dan. 7:27) and they shall reign with Him (Rev. 5:10; 11:15; 20:4). 

The Kingdom Covenant that God made with David (2 Sam. 7) will one day be fulfilled in Jesus Christ. God's promise that David's seed would have a throne and a kingdom for​ever (2 Sam. 7:12-13) was certainly not ful​filled in Solomon or any of his successors, but it will be fulfilled in Jesus Christ (Luke 1:30-​33, 68-79).

g. What is the most important lesson you have learned so far from your study of Daniel 7?

h. Are you longing for the return of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ (II Timothy 4:8)? If not, why not?
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