Daniel

Living in a fallen world!

Lesson 12


        Daniel 7:15-28

       The Interpretation of the Dream!

The Kingdom Covenant that God made with David (2 Sam. 7) will one day be fulfilled in Jesus Christ. God's promise that David's seed would have a throne and a kingdom for​ever (2 Sam. 7:12-13) was certainly not ful​filled in Solomon or any of his successors, but it will be fulfilled in Jesus Christ (Luke 1:30-​33, 68-79).

In Revelation 20:1-8, we are told six times that the kingdom will last for a thousand years, which is why it is called "the Millennium," which is Latin for "thousand years." During that time, the Lord will fulfill the many kingdom promises made in the Old Testament Scriptures. Nature will be deliv​ered from the bondage of sin and decay (Isa. 35; Rom. 8:18-25) and there will be peace in the world (Isa. 2:1-5; 9:1-7). 

In this dramatic vision, Daniel had seen the vast sweep of history, beginning with the Babylonian Kingdom and closing with the thousand-year reign of Christ on earth. What comfort and strength it must have given to him and to his people in exile that the prophecies would one day be fulfilled and their Messiah would reign on the throne of David. The church of Jesus Christ today looks for the Savior to return, and then we will be caught up to meet him in the air (1 Thess. 4:13-18). We shall return with Him to earth, reign with Him, and serve Him. "Even so, come, Lord Jesus" (Rev. 22:20, NKJV). 

How did Daniel respond to this great reve​lation? He was deeply troubled and his face turned pale (Dan. 7:28, NIV), but he didn't tell anyone what the Lord had shown him. We shall learn in later chapters that after he had received a vision from the Lord, Daniel often became ill and was unable to work. This is quite unlike some "prophetic students" today who, when they think they've discovered a great truth, go on radio or television and tell everybody what they think they know. It's a dangerous thing to study prophecy just to satisfy our curiosity or to give people the impression that we are "great Bible stu​dents." If divine truth doesn't touch our own hearts and affect our conduct, then our Bible study is only an intellectual exercise to inflate our own ego. 

Said A. W. Tozer: “The Bible doesn't approve of this modern curiosity that plays with the Scriptures and which seeks only to impress credulous and gullible audiences with the ‘amazing’ prophetic knowledge pos​sessed by the brother who is preaching or teaching!” 

To this, I say a hearty “Amen!”

1. According to Warren Wiersbe, when studying prophetic passages in Scripture, what should God’s divine truth touch and what should be affected?

2. Read the following: I Samuel 16:7; Psalm 119:10, 11, 30, 58, 112; 139:23; Proverbs 12:23; and, Romans 10:9-10. 
a. Why is the heart so important to God?

b. Read Psalm 51:16-17. What kind of heart pleases God?

c. What is the condition of your heart?

3. Read Daniel 7:15-18.

a. What was Daniel’s state of mind and spirit after having this dream?

b. Who did Daniel approach in his search for the meaning of the dream?

c. What do the four great beasts represent?

d. Read the following: Matthew 19:28-29; Luke 22:29-30; II Timothy 2:12; Hebrews 12:28; and, Revelation 2:26; 20:4-6; 22:5.

1. What will the saints of the Most High receive one day?

2. Who are the saints (Romans 1:7; Eph. 1:1)?
3. How long will the saints possess the Kingdom of God?

4. Now, understanding that Christians will one day receive the Kingdom of God as an everlasting possession, what attitude should one have toward the possessions of this present world (Matthew 6:19-20; II Cor. 4:18)?

4. Read Daniel 7:19-22.

a. Daniel was fascinated by the fourth beast and desired to know the meaning of this particular beast. Describe this beast.

b. As Daniel was watching this beast crush and defeat its enemies, what arose among the ten horns? Describe it.

c. What did this horn do to the saints?

d. What event will bring about the deliverance of the saints?

Daniel was deeply exercised in spirit over all that he had seen, but an angel seems to have been standing by and to him he applied for light as to “the truth of all this" (v. 16). He tells him that the four beasts represent four kings or kingdoms, as we have already seen, "but the saints of the most High [places] shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever" (v. 18). But Daniel desires fuller information as to the meaning of the fourth beast, and espe​cially of the little "horn that had eyes, and a mouth that spake very great things, whose look was more stout than his fellows" (v. 20), who rooted up three of the ten horns and "made war with the saints, and prevailed against them; until the An​cient of days came, and judgment was given to the saints of the most High [places]; and the time came that the saints possessed the kingdom" (vv. 21-22). 

The angel explains that out of the fourth kingdom shall arise ten kings—​clearly at one time. From among these another shall arise after them who shall be diverse from the first and shall subdue three of them. He will be characterized by blaspheming the name of the Most High. He can be none other than the Beast of Revelation 13 and 17. He will persecute the saints of the most high places—the Remnant-saints, of whom, as we have already noticed, Scripture has much to say in connection with the last days. He it is of whom we read in the ninth chapter who shall confirm a covenant with the Jews for seven years. But it is he who shall violate his covenant in the midst of the specified period as here stated, "Shall ... think to change times and laws: and they shall be given into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time" (v. 25), that is, he will be the persecutor of the Jewish remnant for the last three-and-a-half years of the time of the end. But at the expiration of that time, the judgment shall sit, the Lord Him​self shall return from heaven, and his dominion shall be taken away, and he him​self, as we learn in Revelation 19, will be cast alive into the lake of fire. 

Then "the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the saints of the most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him" (v. 27). Thus will be brought in that everlasting kingdom for which the groaning earth has been waiting so long.

5. Read Daniel 7:23-28.

a. In verse 16, Daniel approached the angel and asked him for the meaning of all this. Remember, Daniel was troubled in spirit and the visions that passed through his mind disturbed him. What explanation does this angel give to Daniel concerning this fourth beast?

1. The fourth beast is …

2. What will be the extent of its power?

3. The ten horns are …

4. Who will arise after these ten kings?

5. How will he compare to the other kings?

6. Who will he subdue?

7. Who will he speak against?

8. Who will he oppress?

9. What will he try to change?

10. How long will he have power over the saints?

b. Most theologians believe that this little king (“little horn”) represents the antichrist who will arise during the last days. He is the beast of Revelation 13 and Revelation 17. 
1. Read II Thessalonians 2:1-12. Describe the coming antichrist (“man of lawlessness,” “lawless one”).
2. Read Revelation 13:1-8. Describe the coming antichrist (“beast coming out of the sea”)?
3. Read Revelation 17. What do you learn from this passage regarding the antichrist (“scarlet beast”)? Also, what do you learn about the ten horns?
4. Read Revelation 19:19-20. What will happen to the antichrist (“the beast”)?
c. Jesus is coming one day to judge the world. His court will sit. Jesus is the Son of Man, the Messiah and the coming judge. Read the following and state what you learn…

1. John 5:27

2. Acts 17:31

3. II Timothy 4:1

4. II Timothy 4:8

5. James 5:9

6. Revelation 6:10

7. Revelation 20:11

d. When the court sits, who will lose his power and be destroyed?

e. What will happen to all of the kingdoms of man?

f. Who will rule along with Christ?

g. Read Philippians 2:9-11. Who will be worshipped and obeyed?

h. What was Daniel’s reaction when he learned the mystery of the fourth beast?

The angelic being took him by the hand, as it were, and guided him through the maze. The first answer of the angel was brief enough. It concerned the five kingdoms (7: 17-18). There would be four passing kingdoms of men and the fifth permanent kingdom of the Messiah. The point that interested the celestial being, and that he seems to have presumed would most interest Daniel, was the fact that eventually "the saints of the most High shall take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for ever, even for ever and ever." He showed not the slightest inter​est in the rise and fall of human empires or the wars and ways of human monar​chies. He saw the wonders of the Great White Throne, the splendors of the Ancient of Days, the might and majesty of the Most High God, before whose throne galactic affairs, let alone global affairs, were but the affairs of a moment. Why should he be concerned about "these great beasts, which are four" and that were merely "four kings"? 

The whole sad and dreary history of Cyrus the Persian, Alexander the Great, Julius Caesar, and all of the rest of them was of small significance, as far as this angel was concerned. All of them were eclipsed by the fact that once the saints of the Most High took over, at last would dawn a kingdom that would never end. He delighted in that prospect. 

Elyon, the Most High, was God, not so much as the creator of the universe but as the possessor of heaven and earth. The title first occurs in Genesis 14: 18. Elyon divided the nations their inheritance. The title occurs thirty-six times. 

Daniel, however, was not satisfied. For the time being, at least, he was more interested in the four beasts; particularly, he was concerned about the fourth kingdom (7: 19-26). He appealed to the angel. He wanted to know about the ferocity of the fourth beast and about its features, especially about the ten horns and the tiny horn, the horn that could see and speak. He wanted to know how it made war with the saints but could not win, how the Ancient of Days came, and how the saints went marching in to victory. 


In answering his questions, the angel told Daniel first about that fourth kingdom. We know now that during its first phase the Roman Empire never did conquer the entire earth. It held sway from the Atlantic to the Euphrates and from the north of England to the reaches of the Nile. But the Romans never did subdue the Scots or the Parthians or the wild German and Scythian tribes. The Romans never crossed the Caucasus mountains, never subdued Armenia, or pen​etrated beyond the Sahara. But another phase of this empire is on the way. 

When the empire begins to take shape again, it will be in the form of a confed​eracy, a union of ten "kings," or heads of state. The shadow of this coming union lies across Western Europe today, as we have seen. But the ten kings are still kings, each hanging onto a sphere and measure of sovereignty. That is the inher​ent weakness of the countries that comprise the European Union today. They cannot bring themselves to take the final step, surrender all national sovereignty, accept total federation, and become one nation like, for instance, the United States of America. Nor will they do so until the Antichrist, the little horn, comes. 

Daniel wanted to know more about him. This "little horn" is known by various names. He is called "the Assyrian" (Isa. 14:25), "the prince that shall come" (Dan. 9:26), the "man of sin" (2 Thess. 2:3), "a king of fierce countenance" (Dan. 8:23), "a vile person" (Dan. 11:21), the willful king (Dan. 11:36), "that Wicked" or "the lawless one" (2 Thess. 2:8), "a beast" (Rev. 13:1), and "antichrist" (l John 2:18). Scripture tells us much about him. 

We note here how that person deals with the divisions that keep the ten kings from forging an effective European federation. Three members of the Common Market are particularly uncooperative, but which three they are, we are not told. The Antichrist, rising from obscurity to a position of great authority in the Euro​pean community, will see clearly that Europe can no longer afford the luxury of simply being a collection of rival or cooperating states. He will act swiftly and decisively. The three obstructionist states will be struck down and their leaders removed. The little horn, the Antichrist, will then assume control of all ten states into which the European community will be divided. He will put in power people of his choice in the three countries that he humbles. They and the other "kings" will henceforth take their orders from him. 

At this point, it seems that he will look across the Atlantic. The Western Hemi​sphere, in many ways, is an extension of the European world. Its territories were occupied and conquered by Europeans. A majority of its peoples speak the lan​guages of Europe. They have European institutions, customs, and cultures. The Antichrist will bring the predominantly Roman Catholic lands into line through crafty manipulation… Canada and the United States probably will be forced to join a new Atlantic alliance ruled from Rome. Possibly, the Antichrist will use his economic power to force cooperation, although possibly the people of North America will be quick to see the advantages of a true and powerful Atlantic alliance, even if it does mean surrendering some aspects of sovereignty. European bankers already have considerable voice in American affairs. Possibly, when the Antichrist assumes supreme power, he will pull the eco​nomic rug out from under the United States and say, "Join-or else." 

He will then be in control of the enormous political, economic, and military might of the West and will be in a position to make his next move toward total world dominion. He will sign a treaty with the nation of Israel, unconditionally guaranteeing the security of that country, which will win him the applause of humanistic Jews. He will endorse the rebuilding of the Jewish temple in Jerusa​lem on its ancient site, which will win him the cheers of religious Jews. The Arabs will turn in impotent rage to Russia, something that the Antichrist has already anticipated. 

What Russia will be doing while the Antichrist is thus consolidating his power in the West is not known. Perhaps the Russians will be embroiled in a border war with China or putting down internal disorders. The Antichrist will be far too pragmatic to ignore the internal economic and racial tensions of Russia. The rise of the Antichrist to supreme and dictatorial power in the West will be a matter of great concern to Russia. It was one thing for Russia to play the international bully when faced by a disunited Europe and a divided America. It will be an entirely different world picture when the West is finally united under a deter​mined and brilliant leader who knows exactly where he is going and who has already mapped out his moves to get there. 

Thus, it will be that Russia will risk all on a single throw of the dice. It will summon its satellites, its sympathizers, and its Islamic supporters and will invade Israel—only to meet the disaster long ago foretold by the prophet (Ezek. 38-39). The overnight collapse of Russia and its allies will leave an enormous geopolitical vacuum in the world. Before the rest of the world can recover from the shock, the armies of the Antichrist will have moved. The Beast will take over Russia, what's left of the Muslim world, and the shattered ruins of the other anti-Semitic sup​porters of this coalition. 

The Antichrist will next turn his attention to the nations of the Far East: India, China, Japan, and the rest. He will invite them to join the new world empire of the Antichrist on his terms-or else. Employing the language of the Apocalypse (Rev. 13:4), they will quickly come to terms and accept membership in the emerging empire. The Antichrist will then rule the world, or, as Daniel puts it, he will "devour the whole earth." 

Daniel was then instructed further about the final emperor (7:24b-26). "He shall speak great words against the most High." As we look over the various Scriptures that deal with the coming, career, and collapse of the Antichrist, we get the distinct impression that his most outstanding feature is his blasphemies. 

Down through the ages, men have harbored hard thoughts against God. They have said wicked things about God and His Son. They have blasphemed His Holy Spirit. In our own age, wicked persons are becoming more and more out​spoken in their verbal onslaughts against God. Communism in its heyday and humanists at all levels of society have created a climate for blasphemy. The Anti​christ will outdo them all. From the recesses of his evil heart will well up frightful blasphemies, and like lava from an erupting volcano, they will spew forth. Revilings, sarcasms, falsehoods, obscenities, rantings, and ravings will pour from his lips. The book of Jude speaks of the apostates of the last days and mentions "all their hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken against him" (v. 15). The man who will inspire them will be the Antichrist, the little horn with the big mouth. 

He “shall wear out the saints of the most High.” Millions of people will be saved after the rapture of the church (Rev. 7). They will not be in the church, of course; the church is made up of those who trust Christ between Pentecost and the Rapture, people who are baptized by the Holy Spirit into the mystical body of Christ (Acts 1:4-5; 1 Cor. 12:13). The converts of the post-Christian era will, however, be in the kingdom, which is why the gospel preached to them is called "the gospel of the kingdom" (Matt. 24: 14). There will be a second "Pentecost" after the Rapture. What happened on the church's day of Pentecost was only a partial fulfillment of Joel's prophecy (Joel 2:28-31; Acts 2: 16-21). 

After the Rapture, God will raise up two extraordinary witnesses, armed with miraculous powers (Rev. 11). They will witness primarily to the Jews, of whom 144,000 will be saved, sealed, and sent forth to evangelize those untold millions of earth who remain untold. They will reach "a great multitude, which no man [can] number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues" (Rev. 7:9). Against these late converts and against the Jewish people, the Antichrist will turn his hatred and spite. 

The collapse of Russia and the Beast's accession to the throne of the world will mark a turning point in time. He will now have no more use for the Jews, so he will tear up his treaty with Israel, move his armies into their country, seize their temple, set up his image in the Holy Place, and begin a bloodbath of God's people on earth. This coming universal holocaust is known as the Great Tribula​tion (Matt. 24:15-22). 

He will "think to change times and laws." He will repeal the Judeo-Christian system of laws, along with its religion and its institutions. A divine limit is set, however, on the Antichrist's villainous activities. "A time and times and the di​viding of time" is an unusual formula. The plural times can probably be regarded as a dual, so that we could read "a time, two times, and half a time," a "time" being taken as a year. In other words, he will be allowed three and a half years to carry out his evil designs. He might have a reason for using this unusual formula. 

Once those years have run their course, God's judgment on the Antichrist will be swift. The reign of terror will be over. Gentile misrule of the earth will be terminated abruptly and on time by the personal intervention of God and the personal return of Christ. 

This remarkable vision, given when Babylon was still a world power, has a fitting climax in the fifth kingdom (7:27). The storm clouds roll away, and the sun breaks through at last. The drums of war are stilled. The messianic age dawns, an age heralded by the prophets when men will beat their swords into plowshares, the deserts will blossom as the rose, the lion and the lamb will lie down together in peace, universal peace and prosperity will be the norm, a man will have but begun his life at the age of a hundred, the world will be filled with the knowledge of God as the waters now cover the sea, and Jesus will reign from Jerusalem to earth's remotest bounds. No wonder Jesus taught us to pray, "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven."
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