Daniel

Living in a fallen world!

Lesson 14


        Daniel 8:15-27
           

         The Coming Antichrist!

The angel awakened Daniel from his deep sleep and told him there was yet more prophetic truth for him to hear, and it relat​ed to “the time of wrath” (v. 19, NIV) and the “time of the end” (vv. 17, 19, 23), which is the time of tribulation. The Old Testament prophets called this period “the time of Jacob's trouble” and “the day of the Lord,” the period when God's wrath would be poured out on an evil world (Jer. 30:7; Isa. 2:11-12; 13:6, 9; Joel 2:lff; Zeph. 1). In other words, what Daniel learns in Daniel 8:23-27 relates to the end times when Antichrist will oppose God and God’s people.
The “king of fierce countenance” (“stern-faced king”) is the Antichrist, not Antiochus Epiphanes; but if you compare verses 23-27 with verses 9-14, you will see that the characteristics and career of Antiochus parallel those of Antichrist. 
· Both begin modestly but increase in power and influence 
· Both blaspheme God with mouths that speak great things 
· Both persecute the Jewish people Both claim to be gods and put images in the temple 
· Both impose their own religion on the people 
· Both are opposed by a believing remnant that knows God 
· Both are energized by the devil and are great deceivers 
· Both appear to succeed marvelously and seem to be invincible 
· Both are finally defeated by the coming of a redeemer (Judas Maccabeus and Jesus Christ) 

Many other parallels exist which you will discover as you study the relevant Scriptures. 

The “Prince of princes” (v. 25) is Jesus Christ, who is also the “God of gods” (11:36) and the “King of Kings” (Rev. 19:16). Antichrist opposes Jesus Christ and seeks to replace Him, but ultimately Jesus Christ defeats Antichrist and consigns him, his false prophet, and Satan to the lake of fire (20: 1-3). 

As a result of this experience of receiving the vision and communing with angels, Daniel became ill. One cause of his physical and emotional collapse was his inability to understand where this vision of the “king of fierce countenance,” prefigured by “the little horn,” fit into the prophetic scheme for Israel. He knew that the “little horn” would appear in the last days, but what would occur between his day and that day? He would learn from Jeremiah's prophecy that his peo​ple would be released from bondage and allowed to return to their land and rebuild their temple, but Daniel knew nothing about God's “mystery” concerning the church (Eph. 3:1-13) or the “mystery” concerning the par​tial blinding and hardening of Israel (Rom. 11:25-36). And who was the “king of fierce countenance” and why would he attack the Jewish people? Daniel felt the burden of the suffering his people would experience and he knew the awful consequences of truth being cast to the ground (Dan. 8:12; Isa. 59:14-15). 
Daniel is a good example for students of prophecy to follow. He asked the Lord for the explanation (Dan. 8:15) and allowed the Lord to instruct him. But his investigation into God's prophetic program wasn't a matter of satisfying curiosity or trying to appear very knowledgeable before others. He was con​cerned about his people and the work they had to do on earth. He so identified with what he learned that it made him ill! Too many “prophetic students” don't wait before God for instruction and insight, nor do they feel bur​dened when they learn God's truth about the future. Instead, they try to display their “knowledge” and impress people with what they think they know. The whole exercise is purely academic; it's all in the head and never changes the hearts. 
When he got over his weakness and sick​ness, the prophet went back to work for the king and didn't tell anybody what he had learned. But God still had more truth to teach him, and he was ready to receive it.

1.
Read Daniel 8:15-18.

a. Who came and stood before Daniel? 
b. Read Luke 1:11-38. Why do you think God sends a messenger, like Gabriel, to visit certain human beings (Daniel, Zechariah and Mary) at certain times?
First, there was the man (8: 15-16). The word for “man” here signifies a mighty man. The “man” is Gabriel, the herald angel, who has assumed human form for the occasion. Gabriel is the first of two angels actually to be named in Scripture (Dan. 9:21; Luke 1:19, 26). The other such angel is Michael (Dan. 10:13, 21; 12:1; Jude 9; Rev. 12:7). 

Then there was the messenger (8:17-19). The near approach of the angelic messenger, the mighty Gabriel himself, struck terror into Daniel's heart. Holy man of God that he was and as beloved of God as he was, he trembled when that shining one—although he was, to all appearances, a man—drew near to him. Perhaps he was suddenly aware of the vast distance between relative holiness and complete holiness. Or perhaps this close contact with a creature of another, higher kind overwhelmed him. The gulf between an unsullied angel, who stood in the immediate presence of God, and a mortal man, tainted by sin, caused Daniel to fall on his face. 

After the Day of Pentecost, fear of angels seems to have been banished from the hearts of God’s redeemed. John could walk in scenes of splendor, approach angels with calm and poise, and talk to them without embarrassment or reserve in the Apocalypse. That is because those who now are in Christ are seated with Him on high, “far above principalities and powers.”
The angel Gabriel had not come to terrorize but to teach. The vision assuredly concerned Greece, Persia, and Antiochus Epiphanes, but the ultimate focus of it all was the end times. 

Daniel, however, was still overcome with terror. Moreover, he was “in a deep sleep,” and the angel’s instruction was being wasted. An unconscious man can​not take in anything. The angel touched him, took hold of him, and stood him on his feet—the proper posture for a man. He repeated, “Behold, I will make thee know what shall be in the last end of the indignation: for at the time appointed the end shall be.” 

“The indignation” (“time of wrath” in the NIV) is another expression for God's wrath. We learn from the Apocalypse that God's wrath will be poured out from bowls (vials) at the end of the judgment age when the Antichrist will be at the zenith of his power. The bowls of wrath will break his stranglehold on the earth, the earlier bowls being directed against the seat of his power and the later bowls being designed to prepare the way for Armageddon (Rev. 16). This distinction is another indication that Antiochus Epiphanes does not, in himself, exhaust the vision of the chapter.
 
c. To what period of time does Gabriel inform Daniel that the vision concerns?

d. Daniel was in a deep sleep. Why does Gabriel awaken Daniel?

2.
Read Daniel 8:19-22.

a. Once Daniel is awake, of what does Gabriel inform in?

b. Read Isaiah 2:11-12; 13:6, 9; Jeremiah 30:2, 7; Joel 2:1-11; Zephaniah 12; and, Matthew 24:1-25. These prophets each foretell of a coming terrible time on planet earth. 

1. What does Jeremiah call this day?

2. What does Joel call this day?
3. Jesus spoke of this day in Matthew 24. How does He and the prophets describe this period of time?

c. Who does the two-horned ram represent?

d. What empire and what individual (from last week’s study) does the shaggy goat represent?

e. What do the four horns represent?

3.
Read Daniel 8:23-25.

a. According to Gabriel, during the latter part of their reign, a wicked king will arise. To whom does this refer (Daniel 8:9; II Thess. 2:3-4, 6-7; Revelation 13)? (Hint: There is a near term fulfillment and a coming future fulfillment.)

b. Describe this coming world dictator.

c. Who will he stand against?

d. How will he be destroyed (Daniel 2:34-35, 44-45; Revelation 13; 19:19-20)?

Undoubtedly, the initial interpretation points to Antiochus Epiphanes. He was a king of “fierce” (bold) countenance. The expression is that used of a harlot (Prov. 7: 13) who is brazen and shameless. He was a master of deception. He did not come to power until the end of the Syrian period. He did perform the kinds of things that the angel said. So, although we can apply these verses to Antiochus Epiphanes generally, the more specific application is to the Antichrist. 

The angel drew attention to the coming of a diabolical prince (8:23-25a). We note first that the Antichrist will be a deceiver (8:23). As a politician, the Anti​christ will be the ultimate master of deceit, “full of all deceivableness,” the idiom of whose language will be the lie. He will be full of Machiavellian cunning, will​ing to use every trick to persuade a gullible world that he is the answer to its needs. 

But there is more to it than that. He will be an initiate into the deep things of Satan. The Hebrew noun for “dark sentences” is used of both Samson's riddle Judg. 14:12) and the “hard questions” that the Queen of Sheba put to Solomon. The Antichrist will have access to forbidden secrets and to the lore of occultists and initiates of Eastern religions. One of the reasons why the world will be dazzled by this coming Antichrist will be his mastery of satanic mysteries. As in Christ are to be found “all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge”(Col. 2:3), so in Antichrist men will find a “revealer of secrets.” He will have Satan's knowledge at his disposal. He will teach men how to exploit unsuspected powers, untapped secrets of nature, the depths of evil potential within the human soul. He will show them marvelous new ways to do things—at a price. But woe betide those who trust him, who follow where he leads. He will lead people into the dark coils of Satan, his lord and his god. 

He will be a destroyer (8:24). His power will be derived from Satan. When Satan tempted Christ, he offered him the kingdoms, the power (delegated au​thority, power subject to another power), and the glory (Luke 4:5-8) if He would fall down and worship him. What the Lord Jesus instantly refused, the Antichrist will promptly accept. Satan will be his mentor, the source of his diabolical clever​ness and cunning, and the one who gives him the power to work miracles and the authority to rule the world. 

He “shall prosper.” At first, everything that he does will succeed. The Holy Spirit will no longer be restraining, so the Antichrist will have a clear field before him. People will adulate him. He will seem to have the answers to all of this world's ills. Nations will put their sovereignty into his hands, and those who resist this submission will be swept into oblivion. He will “destroy wonderfully,” until at last, seeing the wreckage and carnage that he brings on his foes, the remaining nations will cry, “Who is like unto the beast? Who is able to make war with him?” (Rev. 13:4). 

But the secret goal in all of this will be the destruction of the nation of Israel, the Jewish people, and those who, through the ministry of the two witnesses and the 144,000 witnesses, will have accepted Christ as Savior and king and who will be eagerly anticipating His coming kingdom. As with Antiochus, so with Anti​christ. Satan hates the people of God. He has had his dupes down through the centuries who have created havoc and unleashed the dogs of war against Jew and Christian alike. The Antichrist will surpass them all. He will be Satan’s ultimate tool to attempt the total extermination of both the Jews and those Gentiles who profess faith in God. 

The Jews will seem a feeble folk to the citizens of this last world empire, an easy target for their hatred. This world has always detested Jews; anti-Semitism is present in all Gentile societies. This world has always hated true believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. Satan sees to that, and this world has persecuted them as well through the ages. 

This last outbreak of terror—inspired by Satan, instigated by the False Prophet, and instituted by the Antichrist—will be a bloodbath surpassing all others in his​tory. The victims will have the world against them. They will be “tortured, not accepting deliverance”; they will have a “trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment”; they will be “stoned, ... sawn asunder, ... tempted, ... slain with the sword”; they will wander about “in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (Of whom the world was not wor​thy)”; they will wander “in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth” (Heb. 11:35-38). They will seem defenseless before their tormentors. 

But God calls them “the mighty and the holy people” (8:24). Literally, they are “the mighty ones.” They are “the saints of the most High” (7: 18). In them, Satan will see his failure and his doom. 
All of this will happen “when the transgressors are come to the full” (8:23). They have not come to the full yet. God will not allow Satan to have his way yet. The God who could wait four hundred years in the days of Abraham because “the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full” (Gen. 15:13-16) can wait a little longer now. Already the signs that wickedness and lawlessness are on the rise are multiplying in our own day. In the past, God has sent revival to stem the tide. This time, however, it seems that He will send the Rapture to remove the saints. The salt will be gone, and the total corruption of the world will be rapid. 

He will be a defamer (8:25a). Then Satan’s man will come. His successes will go to his head. His blasphemies against God and his defilement of the rebuilt temple will already be a matter of record when the stage is set for the Battle of 
Armageddon (Rev. 13:11-15; 16:12-21; 2 Thess. 2:3-4). The Battle of Arma​geddon apparently begins as a confrontation between East and West; it con​cludes as a confrontation between earth and heaven. The Antichrist himself will now be deceived by Satan and will actually think that he can successfully oppose the second person of the Godhead. He will be Satan's supreme dupe. 

In a brief statement, Gabriel described the collapse of this diabolical prince (8:25b). More details about the swift doom of the Antichrist are given in Isaiah 11:4; 2 Thessalonians 2:8; and Revelation 19:19-20. As far as Antiochus Epiphanes was concerned, his death was fairly sudden. He died from complica​tions of ulcers and worms.

4.
Read Daniel 8:26-27.

a. What was Daniel told to do with this vision?

b. Why do you think Daniel was told to seal up the vision?

c. What was Daniel’s physical condition after all of this?

d. Once he got up, what did he do?

5.
What is the greatest lesson you have learned from Daniel 8?

6.
Read I Peter 3:10-13. How do you plan to live your life differently as you come to understand what God has in store for this world? 
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