Daniel

Living in a fallen world!

Lesson 16


        Daniel 9:7-19

              Daniel’s Prayer (continued)!

1.
Read Daniel 9:7-15. Confession

a. What attribute of God does Daniel recognize here?

b. Define the term, ‘righteous.’

c. Read Romans 1:17; 3:10, 20, 21-22, 28. Paul states, “There is no one righteous.” However, God is righteous and no unrighteous person can come into His presence. So how, according to Paul, does one obtain righteousness?

d. Why did God scatter the Israelites (verse 7)?

e. Daniel continues to confess the sins of his people. What pronoun does he use in his prayer and how does this reflect Daniel’s humility?

Daniel's prayer is worthy of many studies. It is, as Calvin said, an “exam​ple ... guide ... [and] kind of common form” for prayer for the whole church. It has three parts. First, it contains a confession of Daniel’s and the people’s sin (Dan. 9:4-11). Second, there is acknowledgment that it is because of this sin that the just judgments of God had come upon them vv. 11-14). Third, there is a shift in the prayer to plead for God’s mercy (vv. 15-19). These are the three necessary marks of all true prayer: acknowledgment of sin and of the fact that sin always brings judgment and a plea for God's mercy. There is no other way we can approach God except as sinners seeking grace. 

Notice one more important thing about this prayer. When Daniel prayed for his people, confessing the sin that caused God to punish them by the deportation, he did not distance himself from his people but rather identi​fied himself intimately with them in his confession. Notice how he uses the first person plural pronoun: 

“We have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled; We have turned away from your commands and laws” (v. 5); 

“we have not listened to your servants the prophets” (v. 6); 

“we are covered with shame” (v. 7); 

“0 LORD, we and our kings, our princes and our fathers are covered with 

shame because we have sinned against you” (v. 8); “we have rebelled” (v. 9); 

“we have not obeyed the LORD our God” (v. 10); “we have sinned against you” (v. 11); 

“we have not sought the favor of the LORD our God by turning from our sins” (v. 13); 
“we have not obeyed him” (v. 14); 

“we have sinned, we have done wrong” (v. 15); 

“we do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy” (v. 18). 

When we confess sin, we have a tendency to confess the sins of other peo​ple, or if we do not do that, we confess sin in a manner meant to excuse our​selves. Daniel was not like this. If anyone could have done this, he could have. Nothing bad is said about Daniel in all the Bible. He was only a youth at the time of the fall of Jerusalem, and he had led an exemplary life in the wicked city of Babylon for sixty-seven years. Daniel could have pleaded his innocence. Yet he took the part of his people and confessed his own sin with theirs, saying, “we ... we ... we ... we.” 

That is the kind of prayer God honors. Daniel prayed with a highly emo​tional and moving cry, “0 Lord, listen! 0 Lord, forgive! 0 Lord, hear and act! For your sake, 0 my God, do not delay, because your city and your peo​ple bear your Name.” It is no wonder, then, that God sent Gabriel with the revelation with which the chapter ends.

f. What two attributes does Daniel ascribe to God in verse 9?

g. Read I John 1:9. What will the Lord do if you simply confess your sins? Have you done this?

h. Read Psalm 103:12 and Jeremiah 31:34. What does God promise to do with our sins if we will simply confess them to Him?

i. Read Romans 3:10-12, 23. Daniel stated, “All Israel has transgressed your law and turned away.” How does Paul in Romans 3 echo Daniel’s statement?

Confessing sin (Dan. 9:5-15). Several times in Israel’s ministry, the intercession of one person brought about the nation’s deliv​erance from judgment. On two occasions, God was ready to wipe out the entire Jewish nation, but the intercession of Moses stayed His hand (Ex. 32:7-14; Num. 14:10-25). God answered Elijah’s prayer and sent the rain that was so desperately needed (1 Kings 18), and He heard Jehoshaphat’s prayer and gave Israel victory over the large invading army of Moabites and Ammonites (2 Chron. 20). King Hezekiah cried out to God when the Assyrian army surrounded Jerusalem, and the Lord sent His angel to slay 185,000 enemy soldiers (Isa. 37; 2 Kings 19). “The prayer of a righ​teous man is powerful and effective” (James 5:16, NIV). God doesn't have to wait for the entire nation to repent and cry out for mercy; He will start to work when He hears the believing prayers of one faithful intercessor. 

While Daniel’s prayer was certainly per​sonal, he so identified with the people of Israel that his prayer involved national con​cerns. The pronoun he uses is we rather than they or I. He confessed that he and the people had sinned greatly against the Lord and bro​ken the terms of His gracious covenant. According to Daniel 9:5-6, the Jews had sinned, rebelled, turned away from His law, disobeyed His commands, done wrong, and refused to listen to the messengers God had sent to them. “And the Lord God of their fathers sent warnings to them by His mes​sengers, rising up early and sending them, because He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling place. But they mocked the messengers of God, despised His words, and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against His people, till there was no remedy” (2 Chron. 36:15-16, NKJV). God had been long-suffering with His covenant people, but the time came when He had to act. What were the consequences of the nation’s rebellion? They became a sinful peo​ple, a people covered with shame (“confusion of face,” Dan. 9:8), and a scattered people. Their land was overrun by enemy soldiers, their great city of Jerusalem was destroyed, and their holy temple was desecrated, robbed, and burned. No wonder the Jews were ashamed! But it was their own sins that had brought these disasters, because their kings, princes, and priests had disobeyed God's laws and refused to obey God’s prophets. 

The leaders and the people knew the terms of God's covenant, but they deliberately vio​lated them. The Jews were unfaithful to God’s covenant, but God was faithful to keep His Word. If the nation had obeyed, God would have been faithful to bless them (Ps. 81:11-16); but because they rebelled, He was faithful to chasten them. “You have fulfilled the words spoken against us and against our rulers by bringing upon us great disaster” (Dan. 9:12, NIV). Daniel didn't make excuses for the nation nor did he say that God's covenant was too demanding. Israel had enjoyed great blessings when they had obeyed the law, so why should they complain when they experienced great suffering because they disobeyed the law? 

But there was something even worse than the sins that brought divine punishment to Israel. It was the refusal of the Jews to repent and confess their sins even after being taken captive! They spent their time praying for judgment against Babylon (Ps. 137) rather than seeking God’s face and asking for His forgiveness. God's will for Israel in captivity was outlined in Jeremiah 29, but the Jews didn't always follow it. Daniel’s approach was biblical: “For the Lord our God is righteous in everything He does” (Dan. 9:14, NIV). Why would He bring His people out of Egypt and then allow them to waste away in Babylon? Daniel knew that God had purposes for Israel to fulfill, and so he reminded God of His past mercies (v. 15).
 
j. God had warned the Israelites through Moses (Deuteronomy 28-30) that if they rebelled against Him and continued in open rebellion, He would judge them. How does Daniel acknowledge this in his prayer?

k. What attribute of God does this (His judgment) reveal (verse 14)?

l. In spite God’s judgment, did Israel repent?

The foretold evils came. Jerusa​lem had been reduced to rubble, the temple was nothing but a charred heap of stones, and the people were deported to lands of exile. Did the people repent when the Assyrians carried away the entire northern kingdom and ravaged Judah right down to Jerusalem itself? Only until the death of godly King Hezekiah​—then Judah followed Manasseh into worse wickedness than before. Did the people repent when Josiah found a copy of the law in the temple after God’s Word had been so completely forgotten that he read it with astonishment and resolve? Only until his death. Did the people repent when the Babylonians first appeared and encamped in battle array around Jerusalem? No. Did they repent when Jerusa​lem fell in 605 B.C. and the cream of the Judean aristocracy was taken away to Babylon? No. Did they repent when the second Babylonian expedition appeared before Jerusalem and Jehoiachin was deposed and Zedekiah installed as a puppet king in his place in 597 B.C.? No. Did they repent when Zedekiah was sum​moned to Babylon in 594 B.C.? No. Did they repent when the Babylonians appeared in force before Jerusalem for the final siege in 587 B.C.? Not at all. Did they repent when Jerusalem fell at last and was sacked in 586 B.C.? No. Did they repent in Babylon? No.
 
m. Read Acts 3:19. Have you repented? If not, why not repent now?

2.
Read Daniel 9:16-19.  Petition
a. What does Daniel ask of God in keeping with His righteous acts?

b. What had caused Israel to become an object of scorn to her surrounding enemies?

c. For whose sake did Daniel request God to look with favor upon the desolate sanctuary?

d. To whom would restoring the sanctuary and the city bring glory? How so?
Daniel proceeded with his prayer, concentrating next on God and His cov​enant (9: 15-17). Daniel's thoughts went back to the Exodus (9:15), where God's hand was displayed. Throughout the Old Testament, the Exodus is heralded as the great exhibition of God's might. His mighty hand had humbled Egypt, that great world superpower, and the fear of God had fallen on the nations of Canaan. Daniel had no doubt that the God who could enforce His demand on Egypt could enforce His will on Persia. 

Daniel's thoughts then turned to the Exile (9:16-17), where God's holiness was even at that moment being displayed. There was the plight of the people (9:16). The “holy mountain” was Mount Moriah, where the temple had stood and the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies had been. There a thrice-holy God had once chosen to take up His residence among His people. What manner of people they should have been (as Peter would have put it) “in all holy conversation and god​liness” (2 Peter 3:11)! 

But from the days of Solomon to the days of Zedekiah what did Israel do? They provoked God to anger with their idolatry and apostasy. They projected to the pagan world around them the image of a people addicted to religious apos​tasy, moral depravity, and political insanity. God's answer was Babylon. He al​lowed the temple to be destroyed, Jerusalem to be reduced to rubble, and the people to become captives in an idolatrous city. If the Jews would not manifest God’s holiness, Jehovah would take care of His own honor. 

Next came the plea of the prophet (9:17). At the beginning of his prayer, Daniel had addressed God as “the LORD my God” (9:4). Having made his confession, identifying himself with the sins of the people, the way was clear for the people, in the person of their great intercessor, to address God as “our God.” The ground of the plea is not to be found in the prophet or in the people but in the Lord Himself. If Daniel’s heart was broken over the desolation of the temple, how much more broken was God’s heart. After all, the temple was His home. If Daniel was concerned about the negative testimony to a pagan world of God’s house in ruins, how much more concerned must God have been. So the answer to the desolation lay in God Himself. It was for His own sake that He should act. 

If we are to be persuasive in prayer, we must always find our way to that place. God does what He does because He is what He is. God is holy, wise, and loving. God is too wise to make any mistakes, too loving to be unkind, and too powerful to be thwarted. If something has overtaken us, God has allowed it. If anything is to be done about it, we must find the answer in God Himself. What is His interest in this matter? How can His purposes best be served? What will best minister to His glory? Such supplication lifts prayer from the selfish plane on which we live to the sublime plane on which He lives. To bring God’s greatness and glory into our prayers is to set them free from the encumbrances of our humanity. 

The prophet’s prayer was nearly over. He turned finally to God and His compassion (9:18-19). Daniel had two final pleas. First, he had a plea based on God’s gracious nature (9:18), on His mercy. The desolation of Jerusalem was terrible. The Babylonian troops had done a thorough job. They had attacked the city three times. The last time, they ensured that they would never have to besiege it again. We have Nehemiah’s testimony to the totality of the destruction (Neh. 2: 13-14). When the work of reconstruction was well under way, the builders were still discouraged. “There is much rubbish; so that we are not able to build the wall,” they complained (Neh. 4:10). 

The condition of a man’s house is a reflection on the man. We remember the dismay with which David Balfour surveyed the ruins of the house of Shaws in which his miserly Uncle Ebenezer was content to live. The neglected condition of the property was an eloquent advertisement of the miserliness of the lord. 

Daniel ventured to make an almost daring appeal to God. “Listen!” he said in effect, “Listen to what the heathen are saying about you. Look at the ruins that were once the temple and at the shambles that were once the city associated with Your name.” Daniel knew, of course, that the ruin was not a reflection on God but on the sinfulness of the Jews. But the pagans did not know that. 

So God must act. Daniel had no way to appeal on the grounds of any good​ness in God’s people. They deserved, instead, a continuation of His wrath. Times without number, in the recorded history of His people, God has acted in mercy. Let Him act in mercy once more. 

Second, Daniel’s last plea was based on God's great name (9:19) and was a series of exclamations of emotion and distress. He flung himself on God (9:19). 

Behind the multitude, led by Ezra and Zerubbabel, that shortly afterward set forth bravely to reclaim and resettle the Promised Land, we see the bent figure of aged Daniel bowed in prayer before the throne of God. As we think of the sins of our own land, where the light of the gospel has shone so long, and as we think of God's judgment on the horizon, surely we should take Daniel's prayer and make it our own.
 
3.
Prayer is the secret to victorious living as a Christian.

a. How would you describe your prayer life?

b. What do you plan to do to improve your prayer life?
“We are to ask with a beggar’s humility, to seek with a servant’s carefulness, and to knock with the confidence of a friend.”

The church has many organizers, but few agonizers; many who pay, but few who pray; many resters, but few wrestlers; many who are enterprising, but few who are interceding. People who are not praying are playing. 

Two prerequisites of dynamic Christian living are vision and passion. Both of these are generated by prayer. The ministry of preaching is open to a few. The ministry of praying is open to every child of God. 

The secret of praying is praying in secret. A worldly Christian will stop praying; a praying Christian will stop worldliness. 

Tithes may build the church, but tears will give it life. That is the difference between the modern church and the early church. Our emphasis is on paying; theirs was on praying. When we have paid the place is taken. When they had prayed the place was shaken. 

In the matter of effective praying, never have so many left so much to so few. Brethren, let us pray.
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