Daniel

Living in a fallen world!

Lesson 17


        Daniel 9:20-27

       The Mother of All Prophecies!



The "Backbone" Prophecy   (See Chart in back of study guide…The 70 Weeks of Daniel!)
The revelation God gave Daniel is what I referred to earlier as a "back​bone" prophecy, that is, a prophecy that provides a time framework to which most other prophecies can be attached.
This is difficult. But let me take it a step at a time, not presuming to have the only right interpretation—there are many different interpretations—but merely trying to tell you what I think these important paragraphs mean.
First, I am glad to note that the New International Version has done a bet​ter job translating this passage than the translators of the King James Version. The King James translators spoke of seventy “weeks,” which is unnecessarily misleading, while the more modern translators use the word “sevens.” In Hebrew the word actually is the word “seven,” or perhaps more accurately “a group of seven” something. It could mean a week because a week is a group of seven days, but it does not actually mean week. And in this case, as nearly all writers recognize, it is a group of seven years. If literal weeks are involved, the prophecy is meaningless, since nothing important occurred within that time framework. If weeks of years are involved, then the time period embraces the years from the giving out of the decree to rebuild Jerusalem to the days of Jesus Christ. 

Seventy weeks of years is 490 years, which Gabriel divided into three sub-​periods: seven weeks of years (that is, 49 years), sixty-two weeks of years (that is, 433 years), and a final period of one week of years (that is, seven years).

1. Read Daniel 9:20-24.

a. While Daniel is praying and confessing his sin and the sin of his people, the Jews, who appears?

b. Why had Gabriel come to Daniel?

We note also why he came (9:22-23). He had come because of Daniel’s per​plexity (9:22). What Daniel was now about to learn was not something that he could acquire by patient and diligent study. It was something that had to be revealed to him. Yet, once revealed, it required something that God alone could give: skill and understanding. What the angel set before him was not so much a vision requiring interpretation as it was a plain statement of coming events. It was a direct prophecy that the God-sent angel gave in everyday language to make everything clear and plain. The angel demanded that Daniel employ the skill and understanding that God now gave him, that he put his mind to work to grasp the significance of the revelation. 

Gabriel had come also because of Daniel’s prayer (9:23a). The moment Daniel began to pray, the herald angel was on his way. How little we understand the cosmic significance of our prayers. 

But Gabriel had come for yet another reason: he had come because of Daniel’s person (9:23b). Like David, Daniel was a man after God’s own heart. Like John, he was a beloved disciple. Like Joseph, of Daniel the Holy Spirit records only good. Like Jesus, he had become identified with the erring people of God and had placed himself before God as an intercessor. He was a man “greatly beloved,” a man “very precious,” as some translators have rendered the phrase. Think of it—Gabriel, the herald angel who stands in the presence of God (Luke 1:19), was commissioned to leave the heights of heaven to tell this man that he was precious to God. To the outward eye, he was just an old man, dressed in sack​cloth, his body anointed with ashes, worn out with the intensity of his prayer. But to God he was precious. And because he was beloved, no trouble would be spared.
 

c. How soon was an answer given to Gabriel which he was to bring to Daniel?

d. Why did God respond so quickly to Daniel’s prayer request?

e. Read I Samuel 13:14; 16:7; and, Acts 13:22. Daniel was a man highly esteemed by God.

1. What do you think God saw in Daniel that He so loved?
2.
According to I Samuel 16:7, at what does God look in judging a man’s character? At what does man tend to look?
3.
What kind of man was David?

4. What kind of man (woman) are you?

f. Seventy ‘sevens’ were decreed by God for Daniel’s people and his city (v. 24). 

1. Who were (are) Daniel’s people?

2.
What was (is) Daniel’s city?

3.
From the commentary above know that these ‘sevens’ are periods of years, specifically, seven-year periods. So, how many years were decreed?
4. To which nation does this period of years specifically apply?

Now in considering this prophecy in detail, it is important, first of all, to notice that the time period of seventy weeks clearly refers to years. Daniel had been learning from the Scriptures that the Lord would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of Jerusalem. But in answer to his prayer God makes known to him that in seventy weeks, or sevens of years, all prophecy in connection with His people Israel will be fulfilled. The word here rendered “weeks” does not necessarily mean weeks of days, but it is a generic term (like our word dozen) a heptad, meaning a seven, and may be applied to whatever subject is under con​sideration…
It is also important to notice that these seventy sevens or four hundred ninety years are cut off from the entire period of time for Daniel's people, the Jews, and his holy city, Jerusalem. Therefore, the seventy weeks are only running on while there is a remnant in Jerusalem owned of God as His people.
 
5. List six things that God would accomplish during this time period and state to what you think each refers:

The seventy years foretold by Jeremiah had all but expired. But far from the end of the Exile being the preliminary step to the setting up of the messianic kingdom, a further seventy sevens of years had been determined. We note how the seventy weeks are decreed (9:24). Gabriel made the abrupt announcement. The word determined (KJV) signifies “cut off,” that is, divided from all other years, from the period of the “times of the Gentiles,” the time when world power is in Gen​tile hands. 

The word weeks (KJV) is literally “sevens,” and sevens of years are undoubtedly in​tended. Daniel had been thinking of the seventy years of Jeremiah's prophecy. The idea of sabbatical years made the idea of a seven of years familiar to Jews. 

The focus of the period (9:24a) is significant. The reference here is to Daniel's people, the Jews, and to the “holy city,” Jerusalem. This prophecy has nothing to do with the church, an entity in God’s future purposes about which neither Daniel nor any other Old Testament prophet had any information. Nor does the proph​ecy have primary reference to the world in general. In other words, the entire course of the seventy sevens (70 x 7 = 490 years) has to do with the Jewish people in their own country. So then, this period of 490 years was to be marked from whatever protracted length of time was involved in the “times of the Gentiles.” During this 490-year period, God would have special dealings with the Jews while they were in their own land—this quite apart from any disciplinary deal​ings with the Jews while they were dispersed in Gentile lands.

Keep in mind that these years relate specifically to Daniel’s people, the Jews, and their holy city, Jerusalem. In his prayer, Daniel’s great concern was that his people be forgiven their sins against the Lord, the city be rebuilt, and the temple be restored (v.16); and these are the matters that Gabriel will discuss. To apply this impor​tant prophecy to any other people or place is to rob it of its intended meaning. 

Gabriel explained that during those 490 years, the Lord would accomplish six specific purposes for the Jewish people. The first three have to do with sin and the last three with righteousness. The Lord would “finish the transgression,” that is, the transgression of the Jewish people, and “make an end of” Israel's national sins. This was one of the main burdens of Daniel’s prayer. Israel was a scattered suffering nation because she was a sinful nation. How would the Lord accom​plish this? By making “reconciliation for iniq​uity,” that is, by offering a sacrifice that would atone for their sin. Here we come to the cross of Jesus Christ, Israel’s Messiah. 

When Jesus died on the cross, He died for the sins of the whole world (1 John 2:2; John 1:29), and therefore we can proclaim the good news of the Gospel to sinners everywhere. But He also died for the church (Eph. 5:25) and for the people of Israel. “For the trans​gression of my people was he stricken” (Isa. 53:8). Jesus died for sinners in every tribe and nation (Rev. 5:9; 7:9), but in a very spe​cial way, He died for His own people, the Jewish nation (John 11:44-52).
The last three divine purposes focus on righteousness and the future kingdom Messiah. When Jesus returns, He will establish His righteous kingdom (Jer. 23:5 31:31-34) and rule in righteousness (Isa.4:2- 6). In that day, the Old Testament prophecies of Israel's glorious kingdom will be fulfilled, and there will be no need for visions or prophets. “To anoint the most holy” refers to the sanctifying of the future temple that is described in Ezekiel 40-48. 

These six purposes declare the answers to Daniel’s prayer! Ultimately, Israel’s sins will be forgiven (Zech. 12:10-13:1), the city of Jerusalem will be rebuilt, and the temple and its ministry will be restored, all because of the atoning death of Jesus Christ on the cross. All of these wonderful accomplishments will be fulfilled during the 490 years that Gabriel goes on to explain. He divides the seventy sevens—490 years—into three significant periods: 49 years, 434 years and 7 years.
 
2. Read Daniel 9:25-27.

a. Gabriel came from heaven to Daniel to give him insight and understanding. Of what does Gabriel inform Daniel in verse 25?

1.
Who is the Anointed One (Luke 4:18-19; John 1:25, 41; 4:25; Acts 4:26-27; 10:38; Heb. 1:9)?
(The title Christ signifies “The Anointed One,” the word (Christos) is rendered “(His) Anointed” in Acts 4:26, RV.
 Masiah, “anointed one; Messiah… Masiah refers to one who is anointed with oil, symbolizing the reception of the Holy Spirit, enabling him to do an assigned task…The word is sometimes transliterated “Messiah.” After the promise to David (II Samuel 7:13) masiah refers immediately to the Davidic dynasty, but ultimately it points to the “Messiah,” Jesus the Christ: “The kings of the earth [take their stand], and the rulers take counsel together, against the Lord, and against his Anointed…” (Ps. 2:2)…Most frequently in the New Testament the word is translated (“Christ”) rather than transliterated (“Messiah”).

2.
Gabriel breaks down the seventy ‘sevens’ (490 years) into three time periods. What are they? (Hint: one time period is found in verse 27.)

3.
Under what conditions would Jerusalem be rebuilt (Ezra 4:4-6; Nehemiah 4)?

b. After the sixty-two ‘sevens’ (434 years), what would happen to the Anointed One and to what does this refer (Mark 15:25)?
c. Gabriel said stated, “The Anointed One will be cut off and will have nothing.” What might have been prophesied in stating the Anointed One would have nothing (will have no one) when He was cut off (Mark 14:27)?
d. Gabriel also stated, “The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary.” Can you think of an event that occurred after the crucifixion to which this might refer?

e. Gabriel then addresses the end of the world. He states, “The end will come like a flood.” How might the end of the world be like a flood (Matthew 24:36-44)?
f. What will the world be like before the end (Matthew 24:6-8)?

Period #1—49 years (Dan. 9:25). During this period, the Jews will rebuild the city of Jerusalem in troubled times. The key issue here is the date of the decree. This is not the decree of Cyrus in 538 permitting the Jews to return to their land and rebuild their temple (Ezra 1; Isa. 44:28), because the emphasis of this decree is on the city of Jerusalem. While some students opt for the decree of Artaxerxes in 457, sending Ezra to Jerusalem (Ezra 7:12-26), that decree also emphasized the temple and its ministry. The decree of Daniel 9:25 is probably that of Artaxerxes in 445 authorizing Nehemiah to go to Jerusalem to rebuild the walls and restore the gates (Neh. 2:5-8). 

Period #2—483 years (Dan. 9:26). Gabriel affirmed that 483 years are involved from the giving of the decree to the coming of “the Anointed One, the ruler” (7 x 7 = 49; 7 x 62 = 434; total = 483). When you count 483 solar years from the year 445, you end up with A.D, 29/30, which brings us to the time of Christ's ministry on earth. But this Anointed One, the Christ, will not be permitted to rule; for His people cried out, “We have no king but Caesar” (John 19:15). “We will not have this man to reign over us” (Luke 19:14). The Messiah will be “cut off, but not for himself” (“and will have nothing,” NIV). This speaks of His rejection by the Jewish nation (John 1:11; Luke 13:33-35) and His crucifixion as a criminal, turned over to the Roman authorities by His own people and one of His own disciples. But He died for the sins of the world, including the sins of the Jewish nation. 

We know that Jesus arose from the dead and returned to heaven. He sent the Holy Spirit to empower His people to bear witness to the whole world (Acts 1:8), beginning in Jerusalem (Luke 24:46-53). But the same nation that allowed John the Baptist to be slain and asked for Jesus to be crucified went on to persecute the church and themselves kill Stephen (Acts 7). In A.D. 70, the prophecy in Daniel 9:26 was fulfilled when the Roman armies destroyed Jerusalem and the temple, and the Jewish nation was scattered. The Romans are “the people of the prince that shall come,” and that prince is the future Antichrist that Daniel described as “the little horn” and the blasphemous king (7:8, 24-25; 8:23-27). This takes us to the third period. 

Period #3—7 years (Dan. 9:27). The pro​noun “he” refers to “the prince that shall come” (v. 26), this is, the Antichrist. We are now in the final seven years of the prophetic calendar that Gabriel gave Daniel, the period that we know as “the Tribulation” or “the day of the Lord.” While the world has always known wars and desolations (Matt. 24:3-24), the end of the age will introduce a time of ter​rible suffering that will climax with the return of Jesus Christ (Rev. 6-19; Matt. 24:15-35). 

The event that triggers this last seven​-year period is the signing of a covenant between the Antichrist and the Jewish nation. At this time, the Antichrist is a key political figure in Europe—one of the ten toes of the image in Daniel 2, and the “little horn” who emerges from the ten horns in 7:8, 24ff​—and he has the authority and ability to end the “Middle East problem.” He covenants to protect the Jews from their enemies, proba​bly so they can build their temple and restore their sacrifices. The spiritually blind Jewish leaders, ignorant of their own Scriptures, will gladly enter into the covenant. “I have come in My Father's name, and you do not receive Me,” Jesus told the Jewish leaders of His day; “if another comes in his own name, him you will receive” (John 5:43, NKJV). 

After three and a half years, the Antichrist will break the covenant, seize the temple, and put his own image there, and will force the world to worship him (2 Thes. 2; Rev. 13). This is the “abomination of desolation” (Dan. 11:31; 12:11, NKJV) that Jesus spoke about that marks the midpoint of the Tribulation period (Matt. 24:15; Mark 13:14). The “man of sin” and “son of perdition” (2 Thes. 2:3) who up till now has deceived the world by playing a shrewd political game will now reveal himself as a tool of Satan and a cruel world dictator. Christ will defeat him when He returns to establish His kingdom (Rev. 19:11-21).
 
g. This is a very difficult section of Scripture. One needs the Spirit’s wisdom and understanding. Apparently, there is a break or a parenthesis between verses 26 and 27. Verse 26a is clearly speaking about the ‘Anointed One,’ or Jesus Christ. Verse 26b refers to the people of the ‘ruler who will come.’ Apparently, the phrase, ‘the people who will come,’ refers to the Roman army under General Titus which destroyed the city of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. ‘The ruler who will come’ apparently refers to the ‘antichrist’ who will rule the world with a mighty hand. The pronoun, ‘he,’ in verse 27 refers to this coming ruler, the antichrist. 
1.
What will the antichrist confirm with many and how long will it last?

2.
What will he do in the middle of the ‘seven’ (7 years)?
3.
Read II Thessalonians 2:1-12. 

a. Give some other names from this passage for the coming antichrist?

b.
How will he respond to God?

c.
Who is holding ‘the power of lawlessness’ back in the world today?
d. Once the ‘one who now holds it back’ is taken out of the way, what will happen?
e. What will take place in accordance with the coming of ‘the lawless one’?
4.
Read Matthew 24:15-16. Jesus referred to ‘the abomination that causes desolation,’ spoken of through the prophet Daniel. What do you think this abomination will entail?

The strange parenthesis. Whether Daniel understood all that he heard is not revealed to us, but Gabriel's message assured him that the nation of Israel would be restored to their land, the city of Jerusalem and the temple would be rebuilt, and God would make provision for the cleansing of the nation. But Gabriel didn’t tell Daniel what would happen between the sixty-ninth and the seventieth “weeks.” Between Daniel 9:26​-27 there is a strange parenthesis. Why? 

Because this prophecy has to do with the Jews, the Jewish temple, and the city of Jerusalem (v. 24). But the period of time between the sixty-ninth and seventieth weeks has to do with the church, the body of Christ, which was a mystery God had hidden in Old Testament times and didn't reveal until the time of Christ and the apostles (Eph. 3:1-13). Daniel wasn’t told that the rejection and death of the Messiah would bring about a new thing, a spiritual body that would include Jews and Gentiles and in which all natural differences would be unim​portant (Eph. 2:11-22; Gal. 3:22-29). One rea​son the Jewish legalists opposed Paul was because he put Jews and Gentiles on the same level in the church, and the traditional​ists wanted to maintain the “superiority” of the Jews as revealed in the law and the king​dom prophecies. 

Some of the prophecy in Daniel 9:24-27 has already been fulfilled, and the rest will be ful​filled in the end times. We are today living in the age of the church, when Israel has been partially blinded and temporarily set aside (Rom. 9-11). Like Paul, we must have a heart concern for the Jewish people, pray for them, and seek to share the Gospel with them. Gentile believers have a debt to the people of Israel (Rom. 15:24-27) because they gave us the know ledge of the true and living God, the inspired written Scriptures, and the Savior, Jesus Christ. 

The Lord still has more to teach Daniel about the future of His people, and we will consider these prophecies in the chapters to come.

Consider John Phillip’s commentary on Daniel 9:26-27…
Next comes the further period (9:26). Two important events are here connected with the expiration of this second period. The first of these events is the death of Jesus (9:26a): “Shall Messiah be cut off” The word for cut off is important. Edward B. Pusey wrote, “The word ... never means anything but excision; death directly inflicted by God, or violent death at the hands of man. It is never used of mere death, nor to express sudden but natural death.” He cited the use of the word in connection with God’s covenant (Gen. 17: 14; Exod. 30:33,38; esp. Isa. 53:8). From the signing of the decree to the cutting off of Messiah the Prince was to be a period of 483 years (7 + 62 weeks; 69 x 7 = 483 years). 

Probably the most convincing attempt to calculate the countdown from the signing of the decree to the death of Christ is that of Sir Robert Anderson. He put the edict for the rebuilding of the city as the first of Nisan, 445 B.C. From that date to Messiah the Prince was to be 69 x 7 of years = 483 years. The Hebrews used a 360-day calendar, so 483 years x 360 days = 173,880 days. Sir Robert’s calculations show that from the first of Nisan, 445 B.C., to the end of the 173,880 days brings us to the tenth of Nisan in the eighteenth year of Tiberius, the day when the Lord made His public Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem and presented Himself to the nation as “Messiah the Prince.” (Gabriel used the title “Messiah the Prince” as a proper name or title of Christ.) So, the Lord showed Himself to the Jewish people as their Messiah, and within a few short days He was “cut off” by crucifixion and banished from the world. All that He left behind were the clothes on His back, and the Roman soldiers wasted no time falling upon them. 

The greatest calamity that could overtake a man in this life, from the view​point of a Jew living in Bible times, was to die before he could be married and have children to carry on his name. Jesus was “cut off” from life and left no family or human successor, no name to carry on His line. From the human stand​point, that is what happened, as was foretold (the clause “not of himself” is ren​dered alternatively as “and shall have nothing”). Death put an end to everything—or so the Lord's enemies imagined. He needed no successor, how​ever, to carry on His name. He rose from the dead three days later to carry on God's messianic purposes. 

The death of Jesus, however, by no means concluded the tragedy associated with the termination of the sixty-nine weeks. To follow was the destruction of Jerusalem (9:26b). The Lord’s crucifixion took place just four days after He was hailed by the common people as Messiah but repudiated by the nation’s leaders. The masses who hailed Him as Messiah one day, however, were just as ready to shout for His murder the next day. The nation—first its leaders and then its people—rejected Christ and gave Him a cross instead of a crown. 

That critical tenth of Nisan marked a turning point in the fortunes of the Jewish people. They rejected Christ; God rejected them. Thus began a long in​terval during which God stopped the prophetic clock. Between the sixty-ninth week and the seventieth week of this prophecy is inserted the long parenthesis of the church age. We can express this period thus: 7 + 62 = 69 (+) ... (church age) ... + 1 = 70 (millennial age). 

As has been said, neither Daniel nor any other Old Testament prophet fore​saw the church age. The seventieth week evidently is severed from the other sixty-nine weeks, but the commentary proceeds without a break. The repeated “and, and, and” of the text marches us on. 

Thus, it is not altogether clear whether the remarks about the destruction of the city have to do with the fate that overtook both Jerusalem and the temple in A.D. 70 or if the comments of the angel belong to the seventieth week and a coming destruction in the days of the Antichrist. Commentators differ on this issue. In all probability, the words refer to both events. A well-known feature of Bible prophecy is the fact that many prophecies have both a near and a far fulfill​ment. They have an immediate, initial, and partial fulfillment, which serves as an illustration for a more distant, final, and complete fulfillment. 

There can be little doubt that the destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans was one of the most terrible events in recorded history. The fanaticism of the Jews was matched only by the fury of the Romans. When the city finally fell, the temple was destroyed along with the city, in spite of the efforts of Titus to save it. Herod had made it one of the unsung wonders of the world. 

The Romans fell on the survivors with savage rage. Jews were crucified by the hundreds. The death toll came to more than a million people. Multitudes more were marched away to slavery and to the arena. “The end thereof” was indeed “with a flood,” and the desolations were complete. In A.D. 135, when the Bar Kochba rebellion broke out, “the people of the prince that shall come” (referring to the Romans under whom Christ was crucified) completed the work of de​struction. They renamed both the country and the city of Jerusalem and banned Jews from coming anywhere near their ancient land. 

We come now to the final period (9:27). It might well be that the reference to “the people of the prince that shall come” refers to the people of the revived Roman Empire. We recall that Daniel had already been instructed about the course of Gentile world empire, about the terrible might of the fourth empire, and the end-times events associated with the little horn, the Antichrist. What he learned in this conversation with Gabriel was that long periods of time were involved. Even so, he could have had no idea of the two-thousand-year agony of the Jewish people brought on by the crime of Calvary. All Daniel knew was that, after the cutting off of the Messiah, there was to be an interval before the events associated with the final seven-year period. Daniel also knew that the final seven-​year period was linked with the Antichrist. 

“The prince that shall come” is almost certainly the Antichrist. He will be the warmonger of the end times, the desolator of the earth, and the enemy of the Jews. The prophecy foresees many Jews settled in their own land, under duress, and glad of a powerful ally. In the West, the Antichrist will have consolidated his hold on the revived Roman Empire, the now united nations of Western Europe. He may well have brought the Western Hemisphere also into a new Atlantic alliance controlled by himself from Rome. Standing astride his path to complete world rule will be Russia. The Antichrist will be an opportunist, one who is well tutored by Satan. He will see in the state of Israel a useful pawn, a means to get rid of Russia and its anti-Semitic allies. 

Accordingly, he will offer to sign a seven-year pact with the state of Israel—the final “week” of Daniel’s prophecy. Under the terms of the treaty, the Jews will be encouraged to rebuild their temple. The Antichrist will have his own nefarious designs on that temple, which he certainly will not divulge to the Jews. He will also guarantee unconditionally the security of the state of Israel. The Israelis will be delighted with this treaty, even though God calls it “an agreement with hell” (Isa. 28: 15-18). 

Ever since the rebirth of the state of Israel in modern times, the Jews have had to fight fiercely for its survival. It will seem like a dream come true to have a powerful dictator actually offer to sign such a treaty with them. The Arab-​Muslim-Russian threat will be curbed. The Jews will be delighted with their new friend. 

But not all Jews will be so easily duped. God will have His remnant who will oppose signing that convenient treaty. Zechariah points to both the majority and to the dissenting minority: “And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, saith the LORD, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein. And I will bring the third part through the fire, and will refine them ... they shall call on my name, and I will hear them: I will say, It is my people, and they shall say, The LORD is my God” (Zech. 13:8-9). 

Under cover of the treaty, religious Jews will seize the temple site and fi​nance the speedy construction of a new temple, although God is certainly not in the project (Isa. 66:3). Probably, at this time, with its suddenly favorable political climate for the state of Israel, millions of Jews will move back to their ancestral home. 

All of these events will alarm and infuriate the Arab-Muslim bloc. Russia will also be alarmed by the power of the revived Roman Empire of the West and by its evident intention of moving in power into the Middle East. The West will have a vital interest in securing the flow of oil from the area. Russia will either occupy Iran, Libya, and Ethiopia or be in firm alliance with these countries (Ezek. 38:5) and will be in a position to threaten Western oil interests. To counter this move, the West (“Tarshish”) will occupy the Arabian peninsula (Ezek. 38: 13). This sa​ber rattling in the Middle East will hasten hostilities in the area. The Antichrist’s treaty with Israel will spur Russia and the Muslim states to act. 

The story of the Russian invasion of Israel and its disastrous end is foretold in Ezekiel (chaps. 38-39). The removal of Russia and Islam and the swift submis​sion of the rest of the world to the Antichrist’s power will make him a world emperor, the last Roman emperor, and the only world emperor of the prophetic Scriptures actually to attain the world dominion inherent in God’s bestowal of universal rule on Nebuchadnezzar. 

Accession to the throne of the world changes the Antichrist’s attitude toward Israel. His treaty suddenly becomes redundant (9:27a). The Jews will have reinsti​tuted animal sacrifices, something that will be an abomination to the Lord because of its inherent rejection of Christ’s atoning work at Calvary. Referring to these provocative sacrifices, God says, “He that killeth an ox is as if he slew a man; he that sacrificeth a lamb, as if he cut off a dog’s neck; he that offereth an oblation, as if he offered swine’s blood; he that burneth incense, as if he blessed an idol” (Isa. 66:3). 

Halfway through the last week of Daniel 9—that is, after three and one-half years—the Antichrist will make the move that he has been planning secretly all of the time. He will tear up the treaty with Israel and will seize their rebuilt temple. Doubtless, he will have troops garrisoned in Israel as part of his treaty arrangement—there, so he will say, to help protect the country. Then he will install his image in the temple, command everyone to worship it, require every​one to receive his mark, and proclaim himself God (2 Thess. 2:4; Rev. 13:11​-18). The Antichrist’s seizure and pollution of the Jewish temple will bring “the oblation,” the freshly revived sacrificial system, to a sudden stop. 

Daniel’s prophecy refers to “overspreading of abominations.” The translation of this last part of Daniel 9:27 has been troublesome. One or two translators have adopted the reading, “And upon the wing of abominations he shall come desolating.” Among the Jews, abomination was a common appellation for a pa​gan idol (l Kings 11:5-7). Behind all idolatry are evil spirits, as Paul later re​minded the Corinthians: “The things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to devils, and not to God” (l Cor. 10:20). The Antichrist will be carried to the throne of the world by the power of evil spirits. The “abomination” (the image of himself) that he will set up in the Holy of Holies in the Jewish temple will epito​mize his defiance and ridicule of God. 
In the second temptation, the Devil took Jesus to the pinnacle of the temple and urged Him to cast Himself down. Far below, the usual crowds were milling around the temple courts. Satan referred Christ to the promise “He shall give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone” (Matt. 4:6). The thought seems to have been this: if Jesus had listened to the tempter’s voice, then Satan’s angel subordinates would have carried Him down in triumph on their wings. He would have been hailed by the people as Christ—Satan would have proceeded to give Him all of the kingdoms of this world and their tinsel glory. But no possibility existed of God’s Holy One succumbing to that daring and blasphemous invita​tion. The fact, however, that the devil hoped for such a triumph shows how completely the Lord had emptied Himself of His glory when He became a man. 

What the Lord Jesus refused, the Antichrist will seize. Satan will bear him miraculously on the wings of angelic beings to his triumph in the temple. We know from Paul’s words that the Antichrist will come “after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, and with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish” (2 Thess. 2:9-10). From other Scriptures, we learn that at some point in his career the Antichrist will be slain and then brought back to life (Rev. 17:8). In the Apocalypse, he has two comings. The context of this prophecy, incidentally, is the Antichrist's seizure of the temple (2 Thess. 2:4). When he first appears, he is “the beast out of the sea” (Rev. 13: 1). He is seemingly an ordinary person, although he is extraordinarily gifted and a wholly demon-possessed individual. But he also has a second coming. He is raised from the dead and thereafter is known as “the beast that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit” (Rev. 11:7), and “the beast that was, and is not, and yet is” (Rev. 17:8). It will be in this character—as a supernatural being, the willing partner of Satan—that the Antichrist will demand and receive the worship and homage of the world. Those who refuse to worship his image and to receive his mark im​printed on their flesh will be persecuted with a ferocity never equaled in the history of atrocity. 

For three and one-half years, the horrors will continue (especially against the Jewish people) “until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.” The Lord will use these terrible persecutions to prune and purge the nation of Israel and to fill up the ranks of the noble martyrs of the faith. Then He will act against the terrible world system and against the great desolator himself. This particular prophecy is silent as to the Antichrist’s doom, but other Scriptures, notably the Apocalypse, provide the details about that event.
Thus, Daniel, who was so concerned about the desolation of Jerusalem and the temple, was given a view of things far beyond anything that he could have imagined.

In summary, it may be concluded that Daniel's great prophecy of the seventy sevens comprehends the total history of Israel from the time of Nehemiah in 445 B.C. until the second coming of Jesus Christ. In the first period of seven sevens, the city and the streets are rebuilt. In the second period of sixty-two sevens which follows, the Messiah appears and is living at the conclusion of the period. In the parenthesis between the sixty-ninth seven and the seventieth seven, at least two major events take place: the cutting off of the Messiah (the death of Christ) and the de​struction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70. Actually, the whole present age inter​venes. 

The final period of seven years begins with the introduction of a cov​enant relationship between the future “prince that shall come” and “the many,” the people of Israel. This covenant is observed for the first half of the future seven-year period; then the special liberties and protections granted Israel are taken away; and Israel becomes persecuted in their time of great tribulation. The beginning of the last three and one-half years of the seventy sevens of Daniel is marked by the desecration of the future temple, the stopping of the sacrifices, and the desolation of the Jewish religion. It is this period referred to by Christ as the great tribu​lation in Matthew 24: 15-26. 

The culmination of the entire prophecy of the seventy weeks is the second advent of Jesus Christ which closes the seventieth seventh of Israel as well as the times of the Gentiles pictured in Daniel’s prophecies of the four great world empires. For most of the period, the two great lines of prophecy relating to the Gentiles and Israel run concurrently, and both end with the same major even—the second advent of Jesus Christ, when oppressed Israel is delivered and the oppressor, the Gentile, is judged. With Israel today back in the land, the fulfillment of these proph​ecies may not be too long distant.
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