Daniel

Living in a fallen world!

Lesson 21


     
   Daniel 12



       The End Times!
Daniel 12 serves as a kind of appendix to the book, paying special heed to the coming Great Tribulation. We can imagine how overwhelmed Daniel must have been by the scope of the revelations that he had received: war and rumor of war, kingdom rising against kingdom, nation raging against nation, bloodshed and persecution, terror and treachery. And it seemed that it was to go on and on, and his beloved people, God's people, were to receive the brunt of it. 

Was there no hope? Was there no help? There was. Across the sweep of this foreseen history, God’s people could write the words, “Our times are in his hands” (cp. Ps. 31:15). 

Daniel 11 ends with the downfall of the Antichrist. This chapter begins with the hatred of this sinister sovereign toward God’s people. 




The Tribulation (12:1)

First, we must consider the archangel Michael and his distinctive relationship to the nation of Israel. When God created Adam and Eve, He said, “Let them have dominion” (Gen. 1:26). Adam was thus given sovereignty over all of the earth. When he fell, he surrendered that sovereignty to Satan. Satan today is called “the prince of this world” (John 12:31), and as such he sets “principalities and powers,” his angelic viceroys, over the nations of the world. 

The reality of Satan’s sovereignty is evident from what happened at the time of the Lord’s temptation (Luke 4:5-7). The Lord did not question Satan’s sover​eignty over the nations. Satan, however, did not get that dominion from God; he wrested it from Adam. Thus, the world lies in the lap of the Wicked One. 

When God called Abraham, He gave him a promise: “Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, unto a land that I will show thee: and I will make of thee a great nation” (Gen. 12: 1-2). Thus, God began all over again with a single individual. He saved him, separated him, and sanctified him. Then, from that individual, He proceeded to bring into being a new nation—Israel. This nation was to be unique in every way. It was unique in its origin, in its “special nation” status with God, and in its treaty relationship by the Abrahamic covenant with God. It is unique in that it stands apart from other nations. The hireling prophet Balaam, under the direct control and inspiration of the Holy Spirit, declared concerning Israel, “Lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations” (Num. 23:9). 

By creating a new nation from the descendants of a regenerated man, God sovereignly brought into being a nation over which Satan had no angelic over​lord. Instead, God appointed Michael, the archangel, field marshal of the armies of heaven, to be this nation’s representative and protector in the spirit realm, a fact that infuriates the devil. He hates this nation and down through the ages has done everything in his power to eradicate it, corrupt it, and persecute it. This fact helps explain the phenomenon of anti-Semitism, hatred of the Jew, which is so prevalent in Gentile society. From time to time, anti-Semitism becomes epidemic and results in a holocaust. 

Daniel was now told that Michael, Israel’s guardian angel, will be especially active in the end times, when the Antichrist will launch against the Jewish people the worst period of persecution in all of their troubled history. 

Numerous Scriptures speak of this coming time of terror. Our Lord referred to it in His Olivet discourse (Matt. 24:21). Jeremiah wrote of this period, '”Alas! for that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7). The focus of the persecution will be the Jewish people; hence, it is described as “the time of Jacob’s trouble.” Revelation 7 makes clear that the Gen​tile converts of the 144,000 witnesses will also suffer martyrdom by the millions at this time. Also, the period coincides with the outpouring of God’s wrath on this planet: “My determination is to gather the nations ... to pour upon them mine indignation, even all my fierce anger: for all the earth shall be devoured with the fire of my jealousy” (Zeph. 3:8). Essentially, however, the Great Tribula​tion is Jewish in focus, and God will permit it to sift the Hebrew people. The Jewish rejection of Christ must be broken so that the remnant of the nation will be ready to accept the returning Jesus as Messiah, Savior, and Lord. 

The holocaust of the Great Tribulation will be precipitated by Satan’s expul​sion from the heavenlies at the hands of Michael and his angels (Rev. 12:7). Satan’s wrath will know no bounds. The Antichrist will be a ready tool in his hands to accelerate those end-times events that culminate in the Great Tribula​tion. The Antichrist’s benevolent mask will then be torn away, and he will stand revealed at last for what he is: the malevolent enemy of both God and man and, particularly, of the nation of Israel. 
When one thinks of the terrible sufferings of the Jewish people in all ages especially of their sufferings during the Nazi Holocaust, it seems impossible that anything could be worse. The Holy Spirit assures us, however, that the Great Tribulation will be worse than anything ever to take place on this planet. 

Think of the sufferings of the Jewish people. Egyptian pharaohs have tried to exterminate them. Assyrian kings, Babylonian emperors, and Persian potentates have turned their hands against them. Xerxes ordered their total extermination from all of his realms. Greek tyrants and Roman Caesars, neighboring princelings and church officials, Spanish inquisitors and Roman popes, medieval kings and swashbuckling czars and commissars—one and all have persecuted this people. The dungeon and the sword; the thumbscrew and the rack; fagot, flame, and fire; concentration camps and gas chambers; starvation and tortures; sadistic ex​periments in the name of science-all that fallen men or raging demons could devise-all have been used against this people. But the Great Tribulation will be worse than them all. 

The devil will not succeed, however, in this final attempt to exterminate the Jewish people. A remnant will survive. Michael will see to that, and we can be sure that the Devil will be deathly afraid of Michael after his ouster from the heavenlies at Michael’s hand. Likely Michael will be the one who will lock him up in the Abyss while the millennial ages roll (Rev. 20: 1-3). In any case, God in heaven will see to it that this time of tribulation serves His immutable purpose. Apostate Jews may indeed perish, but enough of Daniel’s people will survive to form a ruling nucleus in the following millennial age.

1. Read Daniel 12:1-4.

a. Who will arise to protect Daniel’s people, the Jews?

b. Read Matthew 24:15-22. How bad will the distress of these coming days be?

c. Who will be delivered (Psalm 69:28; Revelation 13:8; 17:8; 20:15; 21:27)?

d. What will happen to the multitudes who are buried in graves all around the world and whose bodies have been lost at sea (John 5:19-30; 11:17-26)?

e. The angel told Daniel, “Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever.”

1. Read Proverbs 1:7; Ecclesiastes 12:13-14; and, Matthew 22:34-37. What does it mean to be wise?




2.
How long will the ‘wise’ shine?
f. What was Daniel instructed to do with the words he’d written on the scroll? 

g. Why do you think he was given this instruction (Compare with Revelation 22:10)?
Six times in Revelation 20:1-7 you find the words “thousand years.” The Latin for “thou​sand years” (mille, annum) gives us the English word “millennium,” the word we use for the time when Christ will reign on earth. Those Christians who believe that the Old Testament prophecies of a kingdom on earth will be fulfilled literally are called “millenni​alists”; those who reject this view are called “amillennialists—not millennialists.” They usually spiritualize the Old Testament prophecies of the Jewish kingdom and apply them to the church today. Certainly there are spiritual applications to the church from the Old Testament kingdom prophecies, but the basic interpretation seems to be that there will be a literal kingdom on earth with Jesus Christ as King and His people reigning with Him. (See Isa. 2:1-5; 4:1-6; 11:1-9; 12:1-6; 30:18-26; 35:1-10.) 

The Father has promised a kingdom to His Son (Ps. 2; Luke 1:30-33), and He will keep His promise. One day Jesus will deliver that promised kingdom up to the Father (1 Cor. 15:24). Knowing the Father’s promise, Satan tempted Jesus by offering Him all the king​doms of the world in return for His worship (Matt. 4:8-10); and Jesus refused. Jesus affirmed the kingdom promise to His disci​ples (Luke 22:29-30), and when they asked Him when it would be fulfilled (Acts 1:6-8), He only told them not to speculate about the times but to get busy doing the work He left them to do. However, He didn't deny the fact that one day there would be a kingdom. Paul used the return of Christ and the establish​ment of the future kingdom to motivate Timothy in his ministry (2 Tim. 4:1ff), and this promise ought to be a motivating factor in our lives.
Resurrection (Dan. 12:2). The doctrine of the resurrection of the human body is hint​ed at in the Old Testament but isn’t present​ed with the clarity found in the New Testament. When Abraham went to Mount Moriah to offer up Isaac, he believed that God could raise his son from the dead (Gen. 22; Heb. 11:19). Job expected to see God in his resurrection body (Job 19:25-27), and this anticipation was shared by the writers of the Psalms (17:15; 49:15; 71:20). The prophets believed in a future resurrection (Isa. 25:7; Hosea 13:14). Jesus brought “life and immor​tality to light” (2 Tim. 1: 10) and clearly taught the fact of His own resurrection as well as what the resurrection meant to His followers (John 5:19-30; 11:17-44). First Corinthians 15 is the great resurrection chapter in the Bible. 

Resurrection is not “reconstruction”; the Lord doesn’t put back together the body that has turned to dust (Gen. 3:19), for that dust has become a part of other bodies as people eat food grown in the soil. The resurrection body is a new and glorious body. The rela​tionship between the body that’s buried and the body that’s raised is like that of a seed to the mature plant (1 Cor. 15:35-53). There is continuity (the plant comes from the seed) but not identity (the plant is not identical to the seed). The burial of a body is like the planting of a seed, and the resurrection is the harvest. 
When Jesus Christ returns in the air to call His church, the dead in Christ will be raised first, and then the living believers will be caught up with them to be with the Lord (1 Thess. 4:13-18). When Jesus returns to earth at the end of the Tribulation, He will bring His people with Him to share in the vic​tory and the glory. At that time, the Old Testament saints and the Tribulation mar​tyrs will be raised to enter into the kingdom. However, those who died without faith in Christ will not be raised until after the Kingdom Age, and they will be judged (Rev. 20:4·6, 11-15). As Daniel states it, some will awake to enjoy the glorious life with God, and some will awake (a thousand years later) to enter into shame and everlasting contempt ​and everlasting judgment. Hell is called “the second death” (Rev. 20:14). If you have been born only once, you can die twice; but if you have been born twice-born again through faith in Christ-you can die only once. 

Reward (Dan. 12:3). How we have lived and served will determine the rewards the Lord will give us at the judgment seat of Christ (Rom. 14:9-12; 2 Cor. 5:6-10). Every cup will be full in heaven, but some cups will be larger than others. We will share in the glory of Christ, and those who have sought to win others to Christ will shine like the stars in the heavens. There is a special application here to those who have faithfully witnessed during the Tribulation period, when it will be a costly thing to identify with Christ and His people (Matt. 24:14; Rev. 7:9-17). 

Our Lord emphasized the truth that faith​fulness to Him today will lead to reward and ministry in the future kingdom (Matt. 13:43; 19:27-28; 25:14-30; Luke 19:12-27; Rev. 2:26-​27; 5:9-10). During His reign on earth, we will share in whatever work He has for us to do, according to how we have lived for Him and served Him here on earth. Believers who have suffered in their service for Christ will be more than compensated as they share in His glory (Rom. 8:18; 2 Cor. 4:7-18).
 
2. Read Daniel 12:5-13.

a. Daniel looked. What did he see?

b. What did he hear?

c. Read Psalm 13. The Psalmist cries out, “How long, O Lord?” It is a cry from the heart of someone who longs to be delivered. 

1. Can you share about a time when you needed the Lord’s deliverance?
2.
What does the world need now?

d. How long did the angel state before the fulfillment of all of these astonishing things?

e. Daniel did not understand. 

1. So, what did he ask of the Lord?
2.
What was the Lord’s response?

f. Many will be saved during the tribulation period. They will be made purified, spotless and refined. 

a. Read Romans 3:10-12. Most people think they are basically good. What does the Bible state?

b. Read Romans 3:22-25. Explain how a person is purified and made spotless from these verses.

g. The angel states, “None of the wicked will understand, but those who are wise will understand.”

a. Read I Corinthians 2:14. Explain why the wicked cannot understand spiritual truths.

b. Read II Corinthians 3:15-16 and 4:3-4. Explain why the believer understands spiritual truths.

h. The angel tells Daniel, “As for you, go your way till the end. You will rest, and then at the end of the days you will rise to receive your allotted inheritance.” 

a. Read II Timothy 4:6-8. What was in store for Paul?

b. Do you long for the appearing of the Lord? If so, what is in store for you as well?

Final instructions to Daniel (Dan. 12:4-13) 

The servant of the Lord never has to fret over what to do next, for the Lord always has a word of encouragement and instruction for him at the right time. During all of his long life, Daniel prayed faithfully, studied the Scriptures, and sought to serve God, and the Lord always guided him, protected him, and used him for His glory. We today are able to study prophecy because Daniel was faithful in his day. 

The book (Dan. 12:4). In the ancient world, official transactions were ratified with two documents, one that was sealed and kept in a safe place and one that was kept avail​able (Jer. 32:1-12). God looked upon Daniel’s book as the “deed” that guaranteed that He would faithfully keep His promises to the people of Israel. To close up the book and seal it didn’t mean to hide it away, because God’s message was given so His people would know the future. The book was to be treasured and protected and shared with the Jewish people. However, the book was "sealed" in this sense: the full meaning of what Daniel wrote would not be understood until "the time of the end' (see Matt. 24:15). Even Daniel didn't fully understand all that he saw, heard, and wrote' (Dan. 12:8) 

When the Apostle John completed the Book of Revelation, he was told to keep the book unsealed because the time was at hand (Rev. 22:10). We need the Book of Daniel so we can better understand the Book of Revelation. At least seventy-one passages from Daniel are quoted or alluded to in sixteen New Testament books, most of them in the Book of Revelation. All of Daniel 6 is referred to in Hebrews 11:33. 

“Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased” is not a reference to 

automobiles and jet planes or the advancement of education. It has reference to the study of God’s Word in the last days, especially the study of prophecy. Amos 8:11-12 warns us that the day will come when there will be a famine of God’s Word and people will run here and there seeking for truth but won’t find it. But God’s promise to Daniel is that, in the last days, His people can increase in their knowledge of prophetic Scripture as they apply themselves to the Word of God. Some interpret “to and fro” to mean running one’s eyes to and fro over the pages of Scripture. 

The times (Dan. 12:5-7). Two more angels arrived on the scene, one on each side of the Tigris River. The man clothed in linen refers to the awesome person Daniel saw at the beginning (10:5-6), probably Jesus Christ. When one of the angels asked, “How long shall it be to the end of these wonders?” the Lord replied “for a time, times, and a half,” that is, three and a half years (7:25). The last half of the Tribulation period is described in several ways: time, times and half a time (12:7, NKJV; Rev. 12:14); forty-two months (Rev. 11:2; 13:5); and 1,260 days (11:3). Once the treaty is signed between Antichrist and Israel, the clock starts ticking off seven years, and once Antichrist sets him​self up as god in the temple, the last half of Daniel’s seventieth week begins. The Lord Jesus spoke this under oath, raising both hands to heaven, so it is certain. 

The key to God’s timing is the purpose He fulfills for “the holy people,” the nation of Israel. Throughout the Book of Daniel, the emphasis is on the nation of Israel, and the only reason other nations are mentioned is because of their relationship to the Jews. While the Tribulation period is a time for punishing the Gentile nations for the way they have sinned against the Jews (Joel 3:2​8), it’s also a time for sifting and purging Israel and preparing the Jews for the return of their Messiah (Amos 9:9-12). 

The end (Dan. 12:8-13). “How long?” and “How will it end?” are questions that we ask when the times are difficult and the future in doubt. “What’s the purpose of it all?” Daniel did what all of us must do: he humbly asked God for the wisdom that he needed. But He may not tell us! (Deut. 29:29) He knows how much we need to know and how much we can take (John 16:12). He did promise that all these things would be clearer for those living in the end times, which is an encouragement for us to prayerfully study the prophetic Scriptures. 

But the Lord did reveal that, in the end times, as trials come to the people on the earth, these trials will make the believers purer and wiser, but the wicked will only become more wicked. “But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiv​ing and being deceived” (2 Tim. 3:13, NKJV; see Rev. 22:11). The unbelievers will be igno​rant of the truth but the believers will have their eyes opened to the truths of the Word. The Word of prophecy is our light when things get dark (2 Peter 1:19). 

The significance of the 1,290 days and the 1,335 days isn’t made clear, but there is a blessing attached to the second number. The starting point is the middle of the Tribulation, when the abomination of desola​tion is set up in the temple. Since there are 1,260 days (three and a half years) before the Tribulation ends, the 1,290 days would take us 30 days beyond the return of the Lord, and the 1,335 days 75 days beyond the end of the Tribulation. We aren’t told why these days are important or how they will be used to bring blessing to God’s people. Certainly there are activities that the Lord must direct and tasks to accomplish, all of which will take time. Perhaps the greatest task is the regathering of His people from the nations of the world (Ezek. 20:33-38; Isa. 1:24-2:5; 4:2​-6; 11:1-16), their purging, and their prepara​tion to enter the promised kingdom. 

Though the Lord had taught Daniel many things and revealed to him many mysteries, it was not for him to know everything before he died. As the end of his life drew near, it was enough to know that he had been faith​ful to the Lord and would one day rest from his labors (Rev. 14:13). He will one day be raised from the dead and receive the reward the Lord has allotted for him (Matt. 25:21). “I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness” (Ps. 17:15; 1 John 3:1-3; Rom. 8:29).
 
3. The title of this study is “Living in a fallen world.” Daniel has shown us how to do this. Read Romans 12:1-2. 

a. List several spiritual disciplines that Daniel incorporated into his life.

b. Which of these do you need to incorporate into your life?

c.
What is the greatest lesson you have learned from the life of Daniel?
� 	Phillips, 214-216.


� 	Wiersbe, 305-306.


� 	Wiersbe, 306-307.





