Daniel

Living in a fallen world!

Lesson 3


        Daniel 1:8-21



 Resolved not to sin!

How can God's people resist the pressures that can "squeeze" them into conformity with the world? According to Romans 12:1-2, "con​formers" are people whose lives are con​trolled by pressure from without, but "transformers" are people whose lives are controlled by power from within. Daniel and his three friends were transformers: instead of being changed, they did the changing! God used them to transform the minds of power​ful rulers and to bring great glory to His name in a pagan land. 

The first step in solving their problem and being transformers was giving themselves wholly to the Lord. Daniel's heart—the total​ity of his being—belonged to the Lord, as did the hearts of his friends (Dan. 1:8; Rom. 12:1​2). "Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life" (Prov. 4:23, NKJV). A heart that loves the Lord, trusts the Lord, and therefore obeys the Lord has no dif​ficulty making the right choices and trusting God to take care of the consequences. It has well been said that faith is not believing in spite of evidence—that's superstition—but obeying in spite of consequences. When they had to choose between God's Word and the king's food, they chose the Word of God (Ps. 119:103; Deut. 8:3). 

The second step was to be gracious toward those in authority. The four men noticed that Ashpenaz was especially friendly and kind to them and recognized that this was the work​ing of the Lord. (Joseph had a similar experi​ence when he was in prison. See Gen. 39-40.) "When a man's ways please the Lord, He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him" (Prov. 16:7, NKJV). Instead of expecting a pagan Gentile officer to obey the Law of Moses and get himself in trouble with the king, Daniel and his friends took a wise approach and asked for a ten-day experi​ment. 

Throughout Scripture you will find coura​geous people who had to defy authority in 

order to obey God, and in every case, they took the wise and gentle approach. “If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone" (Rom. 12:18, NIV).
 
1. Read Daniel 1:8-10.

a. Daniel and his friends were wise and knew they would face many temptations in a fallen society. Therefore, what did Daniel resolve in his heart ahead of time?

b. Read Exodus 1.  The fear of God!
1. Why did the midwives disobey the king of Egypt and refuse to kill the baby boys born to Hebrew women?

2.
What did God do in return for the midwives and the people?

3.
Read Job 1:1, 8; Proverbs 1:7; and, Luke 12:4-5. What does it mean to fear God?
4.
Read Psalm 128:1; 145:19; and, 147:11. What does God promise to those who fear Him? Why?

c. How did God show favor towards Daniel? 

d. Read II Chronicles 16:9. Daniel was fully committed to the Lord. What does the Lord promise to do for those who are fully committed to Him?

e. Who did Ashpenaz fear?

f. Read John 12:42-43. Many in Jesus’ day would not confess their faith due to their fear of the religious leaders. 

1. For the same reason, why will many today not confess their faith 
publicly in the Lord? 
2.
Whose praise do you desire?

The four youths already mentioned were specially distinguished among the rest of their captive brethren. They were taken in charge by the king's orders that they might be trained to administer in state affairs, and fitted for positions of trust and confidence…
All these young men were devoted to Jehovah, as their names imply. But that did not suit the prince of the eunuchs into whose charge they were given, so he gave them new names that indicated their subjection to the Chaldeans, calling Daniel Belteshazzar, and the others Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—names that contain the titles of heathen deities—as though he would thus force them to own themselves the subjects of senseless idols. But these labeled men (labeled as servants to heathen gods) stood firmly for the God of Israel and refused to dishonor Him by compliance with a demand that would have rendered them unclean before Him. 

The test came. They were to eat of the king's meat, and all that meat was dedicated to idols, making it abhorrent and defiling to a godly Jew. But as the king had given his orders, it might have seemed as though these Hebrews had no choice in the matter. Many, at least, would have argued in this way and said there was no individual responsibility in such a case. Nebuchadnezzar's author​ity was derived from God. They had only to obey, they might reason, as the Lord Himself had put them in his power. But not thus did Daniel or his young com​panions view it. They looked upon the king's command as a trial of their faith. Would they keep themselves from the unclean in the land of the idolater? Would they be just as particular about being true to God as if they were in their own land, giving due honor to His Word and seeking to glorify Him by subjection thereto, though captives in the country of the oppressor? 

They stood the test in a most marked way, as did the apostles in a later day, who ​said, "We ought to obey God rather than men" (Acts 5:29). Daniel besought the master of the eunuchs that he would give them pulse—vegetable food—to eat. Fearing the result upon their physical constitutions, he objected, dreading to incur the king's wrath. But the devoted young men pleaded that, at least, an opportunity be given to prove whether they would not thrive as well upon pulse (beans/legumes) as the rest of the company did upon the king's meat. To this Melzar consented, and the test showed that at the end of ten days Daniel and his three friends were fatter and fairer than any who were fed with the regulation diet. Permission was accordingly given to continue the same fare, and, thus, they were able to maintain a position of separation from the unclean, even in the very home of idolatry. 

Now all this might have seemed to many of the Jews a very trivial matter, and some who read the account in our day may also consider it all a mere quibble on the part of Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah. But it brings out a principle of great force and beauty that should appeal to every Christian heart and conscience. Mark you, the only way to go on with God is by being faithful in little things. He who honors the Lord by conscientious adherence to His Word in what some would call minor details is likely to be exercised about greater things. I have heard Christians refer to certain precepts in the Scriptures as nonessentials. But we may rest assured there are no nonessentials in our Bibles. "The words of the Lord are pure words, as silver tried in [the fire], purified seven times" (Ps. 12:6). When people talk of nonessentials in regard to anything concerning which God has revealed His mind, it is well to ask, "Essential or nonessential to what?" If it be a question of the soul's salvation, undoubtedly the one great essential is faith in His blessed Son, whose finished work alone avails to put away sin and procure peace with God. But if it be a question of what is essential to the enjoyment of communion with God—essential to obtaining the Lord's approval at the judgment seat of Christ—then it is well to remember that in everything the believer is sanctified to the obedience of Christ. And it is here that we should seek to imitate Daniel, who had "purposed in his heart" that he would not defile himself. 

Paul and Barnabas besought the early Christians to "cleave to the Lord with purpose of heart." It is only thus we will be kept from defilement. Anything that defiles the conscience at once breaks the link of communion with God and hinders our advance in spiritual things. There can be no true progress if there be not care to preserve inviolate this inward monitor. "Holding faith, and a good conscience; which some having put away concerning faith have made shipwreck" (l Tim. 1:19) is a solemn word worthy of being carefully pondered.

2. Read Daniel 1:11-21.
a. What did Daniel request from the guard (Melzar in KJV)?
b. After the ten days had ended, how did Daniel and his friends look?

c. What was the guard’s response?

The four Jewish students didn't threaten anybody, stage a protest, or try to burn down a building. They simply excelled in their studies, acted like gentlemen, and asked Melzar to test them for ten days by feeding them only water and vegetables. Christians have no right to ask others—especially the unsaved—to take risks that they won't take themselves. Unconsciously directed by the Lord, Melzar was willing to accept their suggestion, and God did the rest. In the end, the four Jewish boys were healthier in body and better looking than all the other students. This is a vivid illustration of the promise in Matthew 6:33 and the principle laid down in Colossians 4:5; 1 Thessalonians 4:12; and 1 Peter 3:15. 

When it comes to solving the problems of life, we must ask God for the courage to face the problem humbly and honestly, the wisdom to understand it, the strength to do what He tells us to do, and the faith to trust Him to do the rest. Our motive must be the glory of God and not finding a way of escape. The important question isn't, "How can I get out of this?" but, “What can I get out of this?" The Lord used this private test to prepare Daniel and his friends for the public tests they would face in years to come. The best thing about this experience wasn't that they were deliv​ered from compromise, as wonderful as that was, but that they were developed in charac​ter. No wonder God called Daniel "greatly beloved" (Dan. 9:23; 10:11, 19), for he was very much like His Beloved Son.
 

d. For three years these young men were required to learn the language and literature of the Babylonians. 

1. How did God bless them in this area of learning?

2.
How did God particularly bless Daniel?

e. Read Matthew 6:33. What promise is made to those who seek after God’s righteousness? What does this mean to you?

f. At the end of the time set by the king, what did Ashpenaz do with Daniel and his friends?

g. King Nebuchadnezzar spent some time talking with them. How did they compare to everyone else?
h. What kind of promotion were they given?

i. Daniel risked his life. However, long after many others had died, Daniel was still around. According to verse 21, how long did he remain in Babylon?

This story has three footnotes. First was spiritual revelation: God gave these four young men a suitable and swift reward. He "gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams" (v. 17). Here were men whom God could trust with learning. They soaked up knowledge with ease. They became proficient in all of the sciences, in subjects that depend on human reasoning as the means of understanding. And Daniel became proficient in dreams and visions, subjects that depend on divine revelation as the means of understanding. 

Next was royal elevation. Time was up. The king summoned to their examina​tion the specially tutored captives from Judea (vv. 18-20). By now, the Babylonian king was well into his stride. He had met and mastered the Egyptian army at Carchemish (May 605 B.C.). News of his father's death caused Nebuchadnezzar to put his military conquests on hold while he hurried back to Babylon to secure his throne. He was crowned king of Babylon on September 6, 605 B.C. About this time, Daniel and the other Judean princlings were taken to the court at Babylon for intensive instruction. The constant turmoil in Judea called for fur​ther campaigns in the west in 597 and again in 587, when the final siege of Jerusalem began. Jerusalem fell in 586 and was sacked. The next year, Nebuchadnezzar began a thirteen-year siege of Tyre. 

So, by now, Nebuchadnezzar was a seasoned veteran of foreign wars and a capable administrator of global power. Like the Queen of Sheba, when she stood before Solomon, Nebuchadnezzar tried the men who stood before him with hard questions. It soon became evident that four young men outranked all of the others and, of those four, one was without peer. The king asked this one, young Belteshazzar, questions that stumped even the members of his court who were themselves famous in both the colleges and the court. Daniel outshone them all. He was "ten times better" than they. The Holy Spirit says so, and He always tells it the way it is. 

Finally was personal continuation. Soon, Daniel's skills would be put to the test. Nor would his promotion, when it came, be short and sweet; it would abide. His reputation would walk beside him all down the years. Others came and went, but Daniel continued—“Unto the first year of king Cyrus," the Holy Spirit notes, and even beyond that. He saw the seventy-year captivity begin. He saw it end. We see him standing in the shadows as that small band of pioneers set out for the Promised Land, an old man, his finger pointing to Jeremiah's scroll and his hand raised in thanksgiving and prayer.
 

3.
Daniel was a young boy who resolved not to disobey God. He desired to live a life 
that was holy and pleasing to the Lord. Read Romans 6:11-14; 8:9; and, Colossians 3:1-
17. 

a. How does one who resolves not to sin against God live a life of holiness?

b. Read I Peter 1:15-16. What do you think it means to live in a holy manner?

c.
Are you living a holy life? If not, why not?
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