Daniel

Living in a fallen world!

Lesson 4


        Daniel 2:1-23


          The Man of the Hour!
This second chapter has well been called "the A, B, C of prophecy." I suppose it contains the most complete, and yet the most simple, prophetic picture that we have in all the Word of God. And you will notice that it is in the form of a dream given to a heathen monarch. Nebuchadnezzar was at this time the ruler of the greater part of the known civilized world and of a great deal of that which was given over to barbarism. We speak of this as a world empire, though, of course, in one sense of the word, it was hardly that. There were tribes and nations beyond the outskirts of his dominions that were not subject to Nebuchadnezzar—those upon the northern shores of the Mediterranean Sea, for instance, and portions of southern Egypt and the regions beyond. But God had given him the tide to rule over all nations. This authority was given to Nebuchadnezzar because of the rejection of Israel as God's kingdom upon earth. Had they been faithful to God, had they always been obedient to Him, royalty never would have departed from Judah. 

But because of their disobedience and their manifold sins, God gave their glory to the stranger, and dominion passed to the Gentiles in the person of Nebuchadnezzar. This was, in fact, the beginning of the distinctive period desig​nated by the Lord Jesus in Luke 21 :24 as "the times of the Gentiles," which will continue until all derived power is overthrown and 

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 


Doth his successive journeys run; 

His kingdom spread from shore to shore, 


Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

In the book of Jeremiah, as also in Kings and Chronicles, we read of Nebuchadnezzar coming up against the land of Palestine in the reign of King Jehoiakim. Though at that time—at least, at the time of his first invasion—he was not the emperor, but his father sat upon the throne of the Babylonian do​minion, and Nebuchadnezzar was vice king. But when our chapter opens, he had been reigning alone for two years. The glory of God had departed from Jerusalem, and the people of Judah became captives in the land of Shinar: "By the rivers of Babylon, [they] sat down [and] wept, when [they] remembered Zion" (Ps. 137:1). 

Now God was pleased to reveal an outline of His ways to this heathen mon​arch. We learn from Daniel's address to him that this great king had been con​cerned about what was coming on the earth. Look at verse 29: "As for thee, 0 king, thy thoughts came into thy mind upon thy bed, what should come to pass hereafter." Nothing could be more natural. Nebuchadnezzar was the most power​ful monarch the world had ever known. As he lay upon his bed that night, he began to ponder and to wonder what would come to pass in after years. He knew he could not stay here forever. He would have to pass away as other poten​tates had done before him. What would follow? It was not unwise for him to consider these things. Would that all men were more concerned about what the future has in store. The great business of the men of today seems to be just to secure wealth and pleasure for the present life, and the majority seem utterly indifferent about what is to come to pass afterward. Now God has not left us in ignorance as to the future. He has given us the prophetic word to shed light on what is to come. If people were but willing to stop long enough to seriously read His book, in subjection to its holy Author, they would find that in it the whole course of human events, right up to the Great White Throne, has been clearly revealed, so that anyone who earnestly desires it may know the truth of God's ways right on to the end.
 
1. Read Daniel 2:1-9.

a. Why was King Nebuchadnezzar unable to sleep on this particular night (verse 29)?

b. What did he do?

c. What did the astrologers, magicians, sorcerers and enchanters ask of the king?

d. What response did Nebuchadnezzar give to them?

e. Once again, what did these “wise men” ask of the king?

f. Of what did Nebuchadnezzar accuse them at this point?

2. Read Genesis 41
a. Who else had a dream that was troubling?

b. Who did God use to interpret Pharaoh’s dream?

c. According to Genesis 41:16, Who did Joseph say could and would interpret the dream?

d. What happened to Joseph as a result of his obedience to God?

Does God still use dreams to communicate His will? Certainly He can do so if He pleas​es but this isn't His usual approach. God guides His children today by His Holy Spirit as they pray, seek His face, meditate on His Word, and consult with their spiritual lead​ers. The danger is that our dreams may not come from the Lord. The human subcon​scious is capable of producing dreams, and Jeremiah 23:25-32 indicates that demonic forces can cause dreams that are Satan's lies and not God's truth. It's dangerous to accept dreams as messengers from the Lord.
 
3. Read Daniel 2:10-16.

a. How did the astrologers respond to the king’s persistent request for them to tell him what he had dreamed?

b. What does their response have to say about modern day astrologers, fortune-tellers, mystics, and horoscopes (Ecclesiastes 8:7; Isaiah 41:21-23)?

c. Who alone can predict and precisely foretell the future (Job 12:13; Isaiah 42:9; Daniel 2:22; Hebrews 4:13)?
The king did what any ancient ruler would do: he summoned his special advisers to help him understand the significance of this dream that had interrupted his sleep and robbed him of peace. But this was no routine meeting, for the king not only commanded them to interpret the dream but also to reveal the dream to him! If they didn't do both, he would kill them without mercy and turn their houses into public latrines and garbage dumps. This, of course, was a new challenge for them and they knew they couldn't meet it…

…the counselors were greatly humiliated because they couldn't tell Nebuchadnezzar the dream. This was a great opportunity for them to receive wealth, pres​tige, and promotion, and the fact that they stalled for time indicated that they were unable to meet the challenge. This in itself set the stage for Daniel to exalt the true and living God of Israel who alone can predict the future (Isa. 41:21-23). By issuing this impossible challenge, the king was unconsciously following the plan of God and opening the way for Daniel to do what the counselors could not do. As they pleaded their case, the "wise men" tried flattery and logic, but all their speeches only made Nebuchadnezzar more and more angry, until finally he issued an edict that all the "wise men" in the city of Babylon be slain. 

Throughout Bible history, you find occasions when God exposed the foolishness of the world and the deceptiveness of Satan. Moses and Aaron defeated the magicians of Pharaoh and the gods of Egypt (Ex. 7-12), and Elijah on Mount Carmel exposed the deception of Baal worship (1 Kings 18). Jeremiah confronted the false prophet Hananiah and revealed his wickedness (Jer. 28), and Paul exposed the deception of Bar Jesus the sorcerer (Acts 13:1-12). But it was Jesus who by His life, teaching, and sacrifi​cial death declared the wisdom of this world "foolishness" with God, and that includes all its myths and false religions (1 Cor. 1: 18ff). The statement of the advisers in Daniel 2:10 wipes out astrology and other forms of human prophecy! Out of their own mouths they condemned their own practices!
 

d. When it became evident to the king that they could not tell him the dream, what did he order?

e. When Daniel learned about the decree, what did he do? 

f. According to verse 14, how did Daniel speak to Arioch?

g. Read I Peter 3:15. Whenever you speak to someone about your faith, what should be your attitude?

h. Arioch allowed Daniel to go and speak to King Nebuchadnezzar. What did Daniel ask of the king?

Arioch allowed Daniel time to speak to Nebuchadnezzar, and the king must have been surprised to see him. Apparently his rage had subsided and he was willing to make some concessions. After all, Daniel hadn't been at the original meeting, so he deserved an opportunity to obey the king's orders. No doubt Nebuchadnezzar recalled that the four Hebrews had been exceptional students and were superior to the men whose lives were now in danger. Why kill your four best coun​selors just because of the incompetence of the others? By faith, Daniel promised to show the king his dream and the interpretation, for he knew that the Lord would answer prayer.

4. Read Daniel 2:17-23.

a. After meeting with the king, what did Daniel do next? What lesson do you learn from this?

b. Read Matthew 7:7-8 and James 5:16b. What do you learn about prayer from these two passages of Scripture?

c. What was God’s response to Daniel’s and his friends’ prayers for mercy?

d. How would you describe your prayer life?

Throughout this book, Daniel and his friends are presented as men of faith and prayer (Dan. 6; 9). They were far from home, but by faith they could "look toward" Jerusalem and the temple and claim the promise of 1 Kings 8:44·45. The God of heaven would hear their prayers and answer them for His own glory. The word "secret" (raz) is used eight times in this chapter and is the equivalent of the Greek word mysterion ("mystery") which is used twenty-eight times in the New Testament. It means "a hidden truth that is revealed only to the initiated." God had hid​den prophetic truth in the dream and He enabled His servant to know both the dream and its interpretation and to understand God's future plans. ''The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much" (James 5:16, NKJV).
 
e. When Daniel awoke and realized that God had given him the same dream as the king, what did he do?

f. What do you learn about God from Daniel’s prayer of thanksgiving? Give at least four attributes and explain what they mean.

g. What is the most important lesson you have learned so far from chapter 2?

Daniel's first response was to bless the Lord for hear​ing and answering their petitions. They asked for wisdom, and God gave it (James 1:5), and His mighty hand stopped the execu​tion process and gave the four men time to pray. Little did the pagan "wise men" realize that the presence of the Hebrews in Babylon was making their deliverance possible. The God of heaven is also the God of history, for He can set and change the times allotted to rulers and to nations, which was the very thing Nebuchadnezzar was worrying about. The dream was "darkness" to the king but light to Daniel, not unlike the glory cloud that stood between Israel and the Egyptian army (Ex. 14:19-20). Daniel included his three friends in his song of praise (Dan. 2:23) because they had shared the burden of prayer with him. Later he would share the honors with them and they would serve with him in the highest appointed office in the city of Babylon. 

When God's people today face a crisis, they need to follow the example of Daniel and his friends and take the matter to the Lord in prayer. Faith is living without scheming, and faith brings glory to God. Daniel and his friends couldn't take credit for what hap​pened because it came from the hand of God. "Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me" (Ps. 50:15, NKJV). "Whatever God can do faith can do," said A.W. Tozer, "and whatever faith can do prayer can do when it is offered in faith. An invitation to prayer is, therefore, an invi​tation to omnipotence, for prayer engages the Omnipotent God and brings Him into our human affairs."
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