Daniel

Living in a fallen world!

Lesson 5


        Daniel 2:24-48


                          The Dream!

1. Read Daniel 2:24-30. 

a. What did Daniel do immediately after praising and worshipping God?

b. What did he ask of Arioch?

Once again we see the wisdom and tact of Daniel as he went immediately to Arioch and told him not to destroy the "wise men" because God had revealed to him both the dream and its interpretation. Daniel never heard the Sermon on the Mount, but he knew how to treat his enemies and was willing to rescue the pagan advisers. Since Arioch was in charge of executions, he could stop the process and save the lives of all the king's counselors in the city of Babylon. Daniel gave Arioch the privilege of taking him into the presence of the king and sharing some of the credit. The statement, "I have found a man" (v. 25) isn't exactly the truth, because it was Daniel who found Arioch; but Daniel wasn't the kind of person who worried about who got the credit so long as God got the glory. 

In reply to the king's question, Daniel immediately gave all the glory to the God of heaven, and in this he reminds us of Joseph when he interpreted Pharaoh's dreams (Gen. 41:16). Nebuchadnezzar must have been shocked when Daniel even told him that he knew the king had been worrying about the future of his kingdom before he had this dream. The dream was God's answer to his concerns, for God revealed the future sequence of the Gentiles' kingdoms and how Gentile history would climax with the appearance of an eternal kingdom. 

The phrase "latter days" ("last days," "last times") is found frequently in Scripture, beginning with Genesis 49:1 and ending with 2 Peter 3:3. Our Lord ushered in the "last days" with His death, resurrection, and ascension to heaven (Heb. 1:2; 1 Peter 1:20), so we are living now in that period of time when God is "wrapping things up." God has plans for the "latter days" of Israel (Gen. 49:1; Deut. 31:29; Dan. 2:28) which will cli​max with Messiah returning to earth and being received by His people (Hosea 3:5; Micah 4:1; Joel 2:28-29). The "last days" for the church include perilous times (2 Tim. 3:1), the apostasy of many, and the rise of scoffers and deniers of the truth (2 Peter 3:1ff); and this period will end when Christ takes His church to heaven (1 Thes. 4:13-18). 

The image Nebuchadnezzar beheld in his dream depicted what Jesus called "the times of the Gentiles" (Luke 21:24), a period of time that began in 605 B.C. when Jerusalem was taken by Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian army. This period will end when Christ returns to establish His kingdom (Luke 21:25​28).5 During the "times of the Gentiles," there will be four successive kingdoms, climaxed by a fifth kingdom that will destroy the other four and fill the earth. The fifth kingdom is the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

c. When Arioch took Daniel to the king, how did he try to elevate himself in the eyes of Nebuchadnezzar?

d. The king then asked Daniel if he was able to tell him what he had dreamed. Daniel could have chosen to elevate himself just as Arioch had done. Instead, how did Daniel’s humility surface? 

e. Daniel was still but a teenager at this point. Yet, God chose him just as he had chosen David while he was but a shepherd boy! Read Acts 13:22. What do you think God saw in both David and Daniel that He greatly valued (I Samuel 13:13-14; Daniel 9:23)?

f. Do you desire to be a man or woman “after God’s own heart?”

2. Read Daniel 2:29-35.   THE DREAM!
a. In verse 29, what does Daniel say that clearly reveals that he knew and understood what Nebuchadnezzar had been thinking even before he had the dream?
b. How does Daniel refer to God?

c. God is the only One who can reveal the mysteries of life to mankind. God’s secret wisdom is only revealed to His children. Read I Corinthians 2:6-16. 
1. According to verse 11, Who alone understands the “thoughts of God?”
2.
How does God convey His wisdom to mankind?

3.
How does one take on the “mind of Christ?”

4.
Do you have the mind of Christ?

The book of Daniel is a magnificent story of the triumph of Daniel and three other godly men in the midst of the moral and spiritual miasma of ancient Babylon. But it is also a record of important visions that proph​esy both immediate and distant historical events. The fact that the visions of Daniel prophesy these events so clearly is one reason critical scholars of the Old Testament have been hard on Daniel. They cannot believe that God could have given his servant revelations of actual historical events to come. Nevertheless, this is what God did, and it is to the first of these prophetic visions that we come now. 

Nebuchadnezzar had dreamed an important dream. But he had forgot​ten it, and the dream was disclosed only after Daniel and his friends had prayed for God to reveal it to them.
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Describe the statue:

___________________________ v. 32


___________________________ v.32


___________________________ v. 32


___________________________ v. 33


___________________________ v. 33


___________________________ v. 34

d. According to verse 35, what happens to the statue? 
e. What happens to the rock?

3.
Read Daniel 2:36-45.

THE INTERPRETATION!
a. Daniel told Nebuchadnezzar that he was the king of kings. To Whom did Daniel give credit for giving this power and dominion to the king?

b. What does the head of gold represent?

c. What does each of the parts of the statue represent?
d. Will each succeeding kingdom be inferior to or superior to its predecessor? How is this aspect represented?

e. What metal represents each succeeding kingdom?

1.
Babylonian

____________ (head)
2.
Medo-Persian

____________ (chest and arms)
3.
Grecian

____________ (belly and thighs)

4.
Roman


____________ (legs and feet)

5.
The kingdom of God
____________

The meaning of the dream (Dan. 2:36·45). The large image represented four Gentile kingdoms: 

· The head of gold-Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian kingdom (vv. 37 -38). It lasted from 636 B.C. to 539 B.C. Jeremiah called Babylon "a gold cup in the Lord's hand" (Jer. 51:7).
· The breast and arms of silver-The Medo-Persian kingdom (539-330 B.C.). Darius the Mede conquered Babylon (Dan. 5:30-31). 
· The belly and thighs of bronze-The Grecian kingdom (330-63 B.C.). Alexander the Great established what was probably the largest empire in ancient times. He died in 323 B.C. 
· The legs of iron and feet of iron and clay-The Roman Empire (63 B.C.-ca. A.D. 475). Iron represents strength but clay represents weak​ness. Rome was strong in law, organization, and military might; but the empire included so many different peoples that this created weakness. "The people will be a mixture and will not remain unit​ed" (Dan. 2:43, NIV). 
· The destruction of the image-The coming of Jesus Christ, the Stone, to judge His enemies and establish His universal kingdom.
 

f. According to verse 44, what will God set up “in the time of those kings?”

g. What will God’s kingdom do to all other kingdoms?

h. How long will God’s kingdom last?

Daniel shows that the times of the Gentiles began with Nebuchadnezzar. He is declared to be the head of gold of this "man of the earth" (Ps. 10: 18). It is not that he alone is the fulfillment of this picture, but he represents the Babylonian Empire, which began with him and was to close with the downfall of Belshazzar, his grandson. 

"After thee," says Daniel, "shall arise another kingdom inferior to thee, and another third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule over all the earth" (v. 39). We do not need to go outside of Scripture to find out the names of these em​pires. In 5:31 we read, "Darius the Median took the kingdom." From the book of Esther we learn that the Persian rulers bore rule over all the earth. Darius is generally supposed to be Cyaxares II, the last king of Media; or, as some think, Gobryas, the general who led the assault on Babylon under instructions from Cyaxares and Cyrus the Persian, who united Media and Persia in one great em​pire. Daniel elsewhere shows us that this Medo-Persian dominion, after existing for several hundred years, would be overthrown by a mighty Grecian warrior. This was fulfilled, as we know, by Alexander the Great. 

A fourth kingdom was to follow, which should be strong as iron, "forasmuch as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things: and as iron that breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces and bruise" (v. 40). This can be no other than that great world power that was in existence at the birth of the Lord Jesus, when "there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus, that all the world should be taxed" (Luke 2:1). Under this empire our Lord was crucified. After His death, it continued to exist for something like five hundred years, though eventually divided into two parts, the Eastern and Western empires. Of this division the two legs may be meant to speak, though one could hardly insist on this as strongly as some do, because, from the beginning, Rome is represented by the legs of iron. 

We do not have to go to history, therefore, to find out what these four great empires are. We find them all brought before us in Scripture, just in the order in which they were revealed to the king of Babylon. All this is confirmed by history, as every student knows, and is thus a remarkable proof of the inspiration of the Bible. At the time that Nebuchadnezzar dreamed his dream, the Persian king​dom did not exist. Persia was but a Babylonian satrapy. A Grecian empire might have seemed an utter impossibility. The Hellenic states were a lot of warring tribes and kingdoms, giving little promise of their future greatness. The city of Rome was just being founded—an insignificant little village on the banks of the Tiber. How did Daniel portray with such accuracy the future history of all these powers if unaided by the Holy Spirit of God? 

The metals of which the great image was composed deteriorate from the head to the feet, illustrating the continual decrease in the absolute power and mag​nificence of each kingdom. Nebuchadnezzar ruled as an unlimited despot. "Whom he would he slew, and whom he would he kept alive" (5:19). The rulers of the succeeding empires had their power more and more circumscribed, until in the last state of the Roman Empire we find iron mixed with miry clay, or brittle pottery-speaking of an attempted union between imperialism and de​mocracy. Notice, also, that the specific gravity of the metals decreases each time, gold being the heaviest and iron the lightest, while feet of mingled iron and pottery would be lighter than all. No wonder such an image breaks in pieces the moment the Stone falls from heaven upon such feet! Gentile power may seem to be firmly settled on an immovable base; it may appear to be powerful enough to resist every effort aimed at its overthrow. But the hour is coming, and has now drawn near, when the Stone will fall from heaven, and the whole thing will collapse in a moment. 

This brings us to the last form of the fourth kingdom, for the Roman Empire, though at the present in abeyance, has not yet come to its end. The ten toes on the feet of the image represent (as a comparison with the ten horns on the Beast in chapter 7 will make plain) ten kings who are to reign at one time, but who will form a confederacy on the ground of the ancient empire. This is something which the world has never yet seen. 

The commentators generally tell us that the ten-toed condition of the empire was reached in the fifth and sixth centuries, when the barbarians from the North overran the Roman Empire, and it was divided into something like ten different kingdoms. A number of different lists have been made of ten kingdoms each, but few writers agree as to the actual divisions. One thing they all seem to have overlooked: the ten kingdoms are to exist at one time, not through a period of several centuries, and all are to form one confederation. There is nothing in the past history of the kingdoms of Europe that answers to this. They were generally warring enemies, each seeking the destruction of others. We reject utterly this interpretation, therefore, of the ten toes. What event in the centuries of Rome's decline and fall could possibly answer to the Stone falling from heaven and the institution of the kingdom of God? And how could it be said that all the domin​ions represented by the image have been ground to powder when we see most of them still in existence in some form or other? 

Some tell us that the Stone fell from heaven when the Lord Jesus was born into this world, and that His kingdom has been in existence and spreading through the world ever since. But Daniel says, "In the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom" (v. 44). That is, in the days of the ten kings, that kingdom is to be established. Now the ten-kingdomed condition of the empire had certainly not been reached at the Incarnation. Rome remained an undivided kingdom for three hundred years after the birth of Christ, and for two hundred years more it existed as the Eastern and Western empires. Manifestly, then, the birth into this world of the Son of God is not the event here prophesied. Gentile dominion was not overturned and destroyed at that time, nor since; therefore, we look on to the future for it. 

To attempt to locate the falling of the Stone in the fifth or sixth century is the height of absurdity. In what sense did the God of heaven then set up a kingdom? That was the very time when the bishop of Rome was struggling for supremacy over the church and the nations. It was followed by a thousand years of darkness, when the Word of God was lost to the masses, superstition took the place of faith, iniquity ruled in high places-both civil and ecclesiastical-and peace seemed to be taken from the earth. Surely all this is very different indeed from Christ's predicted reign of righteousness and blessing. Manifestly then the Stone has not fallen from heaven, though how soon it will do so no mortal can say.

i. According to verse 45, a rock (“stone” in the NASV) was “cut out of a mountain, but not by human hands.” What is the significance that this rock or stone was not cut out by human hands?

j. Read the following passages and indicate what you learn about this rock (stone):

1. Psalm 118:22

This refers to something that happened in the building of Solomon's tem​ple in Jerusalem. The stones for the temple were quarried far from the tem​ple site, according to detailed plans supplied by the temple architects, and they were transported to the site and assembled without the noise of stone​cutting tools. Early in the construction a stone was sent that did not seem to fit. Since the builders did not know what to do with it, they laid it aside and forgot it. Later when they came to place a large capstone on their now nearly completed structure and sent to the quarry for it, they were told that it was not there, that it had already been sent up. They searched for it, found the stone that had been laid aside earlier, and installed it. It fit perfectly. Thus, “the stone the builders rejected [became] the capstone.”




2.
Matthew 21:42-44




3.
Isaiah 8:14




4.
Isaiah 28:16




5.
I Peter 2:6-8

Do you ask, "When is the Stone going to fall?" It will be when the countries once occupied by the Roman Empire in Europe will make a ten-kingdom coali​tion, electing one of their number to be their supreme arbiter. We have him set forth in chapter 7 as the little horn rising out of the Roman Empire—a passage which has been often applied to the pope but which we shall see has no applica​tion to him at all. In that day the iron of imperial power will be mixed with the brittle pottery of socialism and democracy, but they will not cleave together. 

We see this preparing at the present time. When, for instance, I read the ac​count of the peace conferences, and similar conventions, I have no thought that lasting universal peace is going to be brought about in that way, while the Prince of Peace is still rejected. But I think I see the shadow on the wall of this revived Roman Empire. From my study of the Word of God, I quite expect one of two things: either universal war or universal arbitration. As a result of either of these methods, the ten-kingdomed form of the Roman Empire will be brought about. 

Before that day arrives, the church will have been caught away to heaven**, so no believer of the present dispensation will be upon the earth when these things are in process of fulfillment. But there may be many to whom these words shall come who will still be living on this earth in the days of the feet of the image ​the last solemn period of the times of the Gentiles. Awful will it be to dwell in this scene then-to participate in the judgment when the Stone falls from heaven. If these words reach one who is still out of Christ, let me warn you faithfully that if you go on rejecting the Lord Jesus a little longer, if you continue to harden your heart, if you turn "away the shoulder" (Zech. 7: 11), if you close your ears and shut your eyes to the truth of God, you may be numbered among those left behind when the Lord calls for His redeemed ones to rise to meet Him in the air. Then there will be, for you, nothing "but a certain fearful looking for of judg​ment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries" (Heb. 10:27). Think what it will mean to be thus left for the vengeance of God!

**
Just for the record, there are differences of opinion as to the timing of the rapture (I Thessalonians 4:17).

4.
Read Daniel 2:46-49.

a. Once Daniel finished speaking, what did Nebuchadnezzar do?
b. What did the king recognize about Daniel’s God?

c. How did the king bless Daniel and his friends?

d. What do you learn regarding Daniel’s faithfulness to God?

e. Do you want to be like Daniel? If so, what do you need to do to be more like him?
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