Daniel

Living in a fallen world!

Lesson 9


        Daniel 5

   
     When God’s Patience Runs Out!


Daniel was a great student of Jeremiah, whose preaching and writing often embraced the rise and fall of the Babylonian Empire. It was from Jeremiah that Daniel learned the Babylonian captivity would last for seventy years (Jer. 25:8-13). From Jeremiah Daniel learned, in advance, exactly what would happen on the last, fateful night of the doomed empire (Jer. 50-51). 

Jeremiah wrote at a time when the Medes dominated the Persians and before Cyrus the Persian took the lead. Way back then, Jeremiah foretold the following events. 

1. Babylon would be attacked from the north (50:3, 9, 41) by "the kings of 
the Medes" (51: 11, 28). 
2. The city would be well provisioned (50:26). 
3. The city would trust in its enormous walls, towers, and high gates 
(51:53, 58). 
4. The city would be taken by a clever strategy; it would be "caught in a 
snare.” 
5. The successful strategy would be linked to the city's water supply. 
Specifically, God would dry up her "fountain" (51:36). 
6. The scheme would be connected with the flow of the Euphrates through 
Babylon. The "passages" (ferries) would be taken by surprise, and the 
reeds would be set on fire (51:32). 
7. At the critical time, a feast would be in progress at which all of the 
nobles and notables would be in attendance. 
8. The drunkenness of these people would lead to their slaughter (51:57).

Daniel believed God. He took God's Word at face value. No mystical, alle​gorical, theoretical interpretation of the Scriptures for him! His method was down​-to-earth, literal interpretation. So Daniel took Jeremiah's prophecies at face value, and he staked his life on them. No wonder he was so bold to speak up to the evil Belshazzar! He knew that Babylon's day was done and that the city was doomed. The handwriting on the wall only ratified what he had known for a long time.
 
1. Read Jeremiah 50:1-3, 8-9, and 41-43. What is prophesied against Babylon by the prophet Jeremiah?
2. Read Jeremiah 51:53 and 58. In what did the Babylonians trust?

3. Read Jeremiah 51:36. How did Jeremiah prophesy that the enemy would advance upon the city of Babylon (see below)?

In its rise to power the Babylonian Empire had conquered Jerusalem, taken its inhabitants into captivity, looted its beautiful temple, and completely destroyed the city. Yet this empire was to have as its last official act the honoring of one of these captives(Daniel) who by divine revelation predicted not only the downfall of Babylon but the course of the times of the Gentiles until the Son of man should come from heaven. Man may have the first word, but God will have the last word. 

Herodotus (historian) gives an interesting account of the circumstances surround​ing the capture of Babylon: 

"Cyrus . . . then advanced against Babylon. But the Babylonians, having taken the field, awaited his coming; and when he had advanced near the city, the Babylonians gave battle, and, being defeated, were shut up in the city. But as they had been long aware of the restless spirit of Cyrus, and saw that he attacked all nations alike, they had laid up provisions for many years, and therefore were under no apprehensions about a siege. On the other hand, Cyrus found himself in difficulty, since much time had elapsed, and his affairs were not at all advanced. Whether, therefore, someone else made the suggestion to him in his perplexity, or whether he himself devised the plan, he had recourse to the following stratagem. Having stationed the bulk of his army near the passage of the river where it enters Babylon, and again having stationed another division beyond the city, where the river makes its exit, he gave order to his forces to enter the city as soon as they should see the stream fordable. Having stationed his forces and given these directions, he himself marched away with the ineffective part of his army; and having come to the lake, Cyrus did the same with respect to the river and the lake as the queen of the Babylonians had done; for having diverted the river, by means of a canal, into the lake, which was before a swamp, he made the ancient channel fordable by the sinking of the river. When this took place, the Persians who were appointed to that purpose close to the stream of the river, which had now subsided to about the middle of a man's thigh, entered Babylon by this passage. If, however, the Babylonians had been aware of it beforehand, or had known what Cyrus was about, they would not have suffered the Persians to enter the city, but would have utterly destroyed them; for, having shut all the little gates that lead to the river, and mounting the walls that extend along the banks of the river, they would have caught them as in a net; whereas the Persians came upon them by surprise. It is related by the people who inhabited this city, that, by reason of its great extent, when they who were at the extremities were taken, those of the Babylonians who inhabited the centre knew nothing of the capture (for it happened to be a festival); but they were dancing at the time, and enjoying themselves, till they received certain information of the truth. And thus Babylon was taken for the first time."

4. Read Deuteronomy 18:21-22. What is the test that determines whether or not a prophet is from the Lord?

5. Read II Peter 1:20-21. Who is behind all true prophecy?

6. Now, let’s turn to Daniel 5. Read verses 1-9.

a. What did Belshazzar order be brought to the banquet hall and why do you think he gave this order?

b. Read Galatians 6:7. How do you think God felt about Belshazzar’s act?

c. Who were Belshazzar, his wives and concubines, and his nobles praising while they drank from gold and silver goblets taken from the temple in Jerusalem?

d. How did God respond to Belshazzar’s brazen behavior?

e. What was Belshazzar’s reaction?

f. What was Belshazzar’s response?
g. Read I Corinthians 2:14. Why could the king’s wise men not read the writing on the wall or interpret it?

h. What was Belshazzar’s reaction to their inability to tell him what the writing meant?

Was the king drunk when he ordered the servants to bring in the consecrated vessels that had been taken from the temple in Jerusalem? (See 1:2; 2 Chron. 36:9-10.) His grandfather Nebuchadnezzar had decreed that all peoples were to give respect to the God of the Jews (Dan. 3:29), and he himself had praised the Lord for His sovereignty and greatness (4:34​-37). But as the years passed, the great king's words were forgotten, and his grandson Belshazzar treated the God of Israel with arrogant disrespect. Both the men and the women at the feast impudently used these valuable consecrated vessels like common drinking cups, and while they were drinking, they praised the false gods of Babylon! After all, the gods of Babylon had defeated the God of the Hebrews, so what was there to fear? Belshazzar and his guests could not have behaved more blasphemously. But people can defy the will of God and blaspheme His name only so long, and then the hand of the Lord begins to move.
"Do you not know this of old, since man was placed on earth, that the triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy of the hyp​ocrite is but for a moment? Though his haughtiness mounts up to the heavens, and his head reaches to the clouds, yet he will perish forever like his own refuse" (Job 20:4​-7, NKJV). Zophar's words didn't apply to Job but they certainly applied to Belshazzar, and they apply today to anybody who defies the will of God.

7. Read Daniel 5:10-17.

a. What advice did the queen give to Belshazzar?

b. What did the queen recognize about Daniel? 

c. What did she tell the king he would be able to do?

d. What was King Nebuchadnezzar’s relationship to Belshazzar?

The great King Nebuchadnezzar died in 562 B.C. and was succeeded by his son Evil​Merodach, who reigned for only two years. His brother-in-law Neriglissar murdered him in 560, usurped the throne, and ruled for four years. Then a weak puppet ruler (Labashi-​Marduk) held the throne for two months, and finally Nabonidus became king and reigned from 556 to 539. Historians believe Nabonidus was married to a daughter of Nebuchadnezzar and was the father of Belshazzar. Nabonidus ruled the Babylonian Empire but Belshazzar, his son, was coregent and ruled the city of Babylon.

e. What did the king promise Daniel if he was able to read the writing on the wall and tell him what it meant?

f. What was Daniel’s response?
8. Read Daniel 5:18-30.

a. Who does Daniel give credit to for Nebuchadnezzar’s high position?

b. With his position came great power. How did Daniel describe the king’s use of that power?

c. What led to Nebuchadnezzar’s downfall and how did God use this for the king’s eternal good?

d. What did Nebuchadnezzar finally acknowledge?

e. After describing King Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel turned his attention to Belshazzar. Of what did he accuse the king (List four points of his accusation)?

If he was sixteen when he was taken to Babylon in 605 B.C., and Babylon fell to the Medes and Persians in 539, then Daniel was eighty-two years old when Belshazzar sum· moned him to the banquet hall, and perhaps he had been retired from royal service for many years. However, true servants of God never abandon their ministries even in retirement but are always available to respond to God's call "in season, out of season" (2 Tim. 4:2). 

To the king's shame, he knew Daniel only by name and reputation but did not know him personally. Yet Daniel had "done the king's business" in the third year of his reign (8:1, 27), which would have been 554 B.C. What a tragedy that the ruler of the mighty city of Babylon should ignore one of the greatest men in history and turn to him only in the last hours of his life when it was too late. Had the queen mother told her son about this remarkable Jewish exile and yet he paid no attention? What kept the king so busy that he had no time to sit at the feet of God's prophet and learn from him the things that really mattered in life? "The older I grow, the more I distrust the familiar doctrine that age brings wisdom," wrote newspaper editor H.L. Mencken. But Daniel possessed much more than the human wisdom that comes from experience; he had the kind of supernatural knowledge and wisdom that can come only from God. How much Belshazzar could have learned from him! 

The scenario wasn't a new one for Daniel: a revelation from God, a fearful and frustrat​ed ruler, incompetent counselors, and God's servant to the rescue. He paid little attention to the king's flattering speech, and he had no use for the king's generous offer. Even if he had been younger, Daniel would have had no interest in either personal wealth or political power. "Not greedy for money" is one of the qualifications of a servant of God (1 Tim. 3:3, NKJV; see 1 Peter 5:2). Along with Daniel, ser​vants like Moses (Num. 16:15), Samuel (1 Sam. 12:3), and Paul (Acts 20:33) exemplify this unselfish attitude. They simply were not for sale…

The king didn't know Daniel personally, but Daniel certainly knew the personal life of the king! He knew of his pride and his knowl​edge of the history of his grandfather, but Daniel reviewed that history just the same. ''Those who do not remember the past are condemned to relive it," wrote philosopher George Santayana, and Belshazzar qualified. The lesson that Nebuchadnezzar learned and that his grandson Belshazzar heard about but ignored was that "the Most High God ruled in the kingdom of men" (Dan. 5:21). The God of Israel alone is the true and living God and rules sovereignly in all the affairs of this world, including the affairs of the great empire of Babylon! 

Nebuchadnezzar showed his pride by boasting about his achievements and taking credit for what God had helped him accom​plish (4:29-30), but his grandson displayed his pride by desecrating the holy vessels from the temple of the Most High God and treating the Lord with contempt. By using the vessels of the true God to praise the idols of Babylon, the king was guilty of both blasphemy and idolatry; by ignoring what he knew of Babylonian royal history, he displayed his ignorance. Belshazzar acted as though he was in command and his life would go on for many more years, yet the very breath in his mouth was controlled by the hand of God (5:23). "For in him we live, and move, and have our being" (Acts 17:28). "This night your soul will be required of you" (Luke 12:20, NKJV). 

Like King Belshazzar and his guests, many people in our world today are unmind​ful of the lessons of the past, unintelligent when it comes to interpreting the present, and totally unprepared for the consequences that lie in the future.
 
f. What four words were written on the wall?

g. What did Daniel say they meant?

h. Once Daniel had interpreted the writing on the wall, what was Belshazzar’s command?

i. What happened to Belshazzar that very night?

j. Who took over the kingdom?

The phrase "that very night" (v. 30, NIV) has an ominous ring to it. "He who is often reproved, and hardens his neck, will sudden​ly be destroyed, and that without remedy" (Prov. 29:1, NKJV). Belshazzar was slain that very night and the head of gold was replaced by the arms and chest of silver. According to historians, the date was October 12, 539 B.C. 

The conquest of Babylon was engineered by Cyrus, king of Persia (1:21; 6:28; 10:1; and see 2 Chron. 36:22-23; Ezra 3-5, passim), who was God's chosen servant for the task (Isa. 44:28; 45:1-4). Who then was "Darius the Mede," mentioned in Daniel? (Dan. 5:31, 6:1, 9, 25, 28 and 9:1) Many students believe that Darius was Gubaru, an important officer in the army whom Cyrus made ruler of the province of Babylon. Darius the Mede must not be confused with Darius I who ruled from 522 to 486 and encouraged the Jewish rem​nant in the restoration of the temple (Ezra 1; 5-6). 

Because of the high walls, the guard tow​ers, and the strong bronze gates, the people in the city of Babylon thought they were safe from the enemy; but the Medo-Persian army found a way to get into the city. The Euphrates River flowed through Babylon from north to south, and by diverting the stream, the army was able to go under the city gates and into the city. The conquest of Babylon and its ultimate destruction had been predicted by Isaiah (Isa. 13-14; 21; 47) and Jeremiah (Jer. 50-51). Babylon had been God's chosen instrument to chasten His peo​ple Israel, but the Babylonian army had car​ried things too far and mistreated the Jews (50:33-34). The conquest of Babylon was also God's punishment for what they had done to His temple (50:28; 51:11). 

The prophecies were fulfilled and ancient Babylon is no more, but "mystery Babylon" is still with us (Rev. 17:5, 7; 18:2, 10). Throughout Scripture, Babylon (the rebel city) is contrasted to Jerusalem (the holy city). Babylon was founded by Nimrod, a rebel against the Lord (Gen. 10:8-10). It is seen in Scripture as the great city of this world, while Jerusalem symbolizes the eter​nal city of God. Revelation 17 and 18 describe the rise and fall of "mystery Babylon" in the end times, the satanic system that will seduce the world's peoples and entice them to reject the message of God and live for the sin​ful pleasures of this life. If you compare Jeremiah 50-51 with Revelation 18, you will see many similarities between the Babylon of ancient history and the Babylon of future prophecy. The future Babylonian world sys​tem will help Antichrist, the man of sin, rise to power in this world, but his kingdom will be destroyed by Jesus Christ when He returns to reign (19:11-21). 

Years ago, Dr. Harry Rimmer published a book on prophecy called Straight Ahead Lies Yesterday, a title that could well be given to the Book of Daniel. The world has always had its great cities, its mighty empires, and its powerful dictators, but the Most High God still reigns in heaven and on the earth and accomplishes His purposes. No nation, leader, or individual citizen can long resist Almighty God and win the battle.
 
9. What is the most important lesson you have learned from Daniel 5?

10. Read the following…

And now, before closing this solemn subject, I would address a word of warn​ing to the unsaved. Belshazzar's great offense was this: though he knew of God's dealings with Nebuchadnezzar, he sinned right on, going against light and knowl​edge. None are so guilty as those who so act. And to all such the word comes with awful force, "He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall sud​denly be destroyed, and that without remedy" (Prov. 29:1). Oh, be warned, I beseech you, if you have been for years familiar with these things. Do not longer dare to defy God to His face by casting His Word behind your back. 

You little know how near you may be to the end of God's patience with you. He lingers in grace, but He may soon strike in judgment. Your mene may very soon be written on the wall—your days numbered—your life finished! Tekel, for you, may even now be true—weighed, and found wanting! 

Weighed in the balance, and wanting,

      Weighed, but no Saviour is there,​
Weighed, but thy soul has been trifling,​
      Weighed, and found lighter than air. 

And then peres shall seal your doom, and your opportunities of mercy be forever gone, your body a corpse and your soul in hell! Divided—separated from all that is good, from all that is holy—to be lost forever, shut up to a Christless eternity. 

O heed now the word of warning, I entreat you, and flee for your life to the city of refuge, which is Christ Jesus Himself, who says, "Him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out" (John 6:37).
 
Life is short. It can come to an end when you least expect it. That is how Belshazzar’s life ended. Are you prepared to meet the Judge of the world? 
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